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WHEN IT COMES TO COLLISION REPAIR, OUR TROPHY MEANS 


YOURE A WINNER. 


State Farm® customers come out ahead 
with the highest ranking in collision 
repair customer satisfaction among 
insurance providers, from J.D. Power 
and Associates’ 2003 Collision Repair 
Satisfaction Index Study.“ And when 
you combine that with our Good 
Neighbor service and competitive 
rates, its no wonder more drivers 
trust State Farm than any other 
insurance company. Please see the 
State Farm Agent near you or visit us at 


PRESENTED TO 


STATE FARM 


BY J.D. POWER AND ASSOCIATES 


statefarm.com®. 


LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR| @@® | STATE FARM IS THERE.® 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 


The 2003 Collision Repair Satisfaction Index Study” is based on responses from 5.622 consumers who had collision repair or body work done to their vehicle in the past 12 months, www,jdpower.com 
P040026 02/04 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ) - Bloomington, iL 
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2005 CRIMSON & WHITE CALENDAR 


“FEATURING PAINTINGS FROM THE 


UPCOMING BOOK IRON BOWL GOLD 


The 2005 Crimson & White 
Calendar is a sneak preview of 
the 41 new watercolor paintings 
by. Daniel A. Moore to be 
featured in his upcoming book, 


Iron Bowl Gold. Moore's exten- 
sive body of artwork will open 
the doors to the classic years of 
the Iron Bowl at Legion 
Field—from 1948 to 1988—the 
golden era of the greatest rivalry. 


Written by Keith Jackson, the 
book will also feature selected 
insightful articles from past 
issues of The Birmingham News. 
Keith also “makes the call” on 
the action depicted in each 
painting using his unique 
“Whoa- Nellyisms.” One of 
these accompanies each of the 
2005 Crimson & White Calen- 
dar images shown at left. 


The price for the 2005 Crimson & White Calendar is $24.95 plus applicable taxes and $5 for s/h. 


1-800-859-0814 


Calendars also available at www.newlifeart.com 
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Hana Time collegiate 
watches are water 
resistant, feature Citizen® 
quartz movements, are 
backed by a two year 
warranty and come packaged 
in tin gift boxes. 

Elite model is available 
with oiled leather strap or 
stainless steel bracelet in 
men's and women's size. 
Chrome Varsity has 
stainless steel bracelet 
and is available in men's 
and women's size. 
Playmaker model has a 
padded leather strap. 
Available in one size. 

Wall clocks have quartz 
movements, require one "AA" 
battery, two year warranty. 
Window carton packaging. 


om 
MasterCard VISA 
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To order by credit card, call: 


800 713-2261 

To order by mail, send check or money order to: 
Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35486. Add 6% sales tax for Alabama 
residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. $8.95 for 
UPS ground shipping and handling for first item. 
Add $1.00 for each additional item. Rush delivery 
is normally available at following rates for one 
item: $19.95 for one day or $10.95 for two day 
service plus $1.00 for each additional item. 


1 Elite 
_ Elite w/leather 
 w/bracelet $84.95 
$89.95 


Men's and Women's Size 


Playmaker 
$39.95 


12" Wall Clock $24.95 


w/leather 
$84.95 


Men's and Women's Size Men's and Women's Size Men’s and Women’s Size 
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On The Cover: Simeon Castille was highly-publi- 
cized before joining the Crimson Tide football 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE team as a freshman. The cornerback has proved 


Contents 


he was worthy of the hype as he has been a solid 
performer for Bama in his first year. He's part of 
an influx of freshmen who have made an impact 
in 2004. See Page 16. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Notebooking Alabama Football: 

If Eligible, Tide Will Go Bowling 8 
Although this is not a great Alabama football team, the 2004 squad has an opportunity to put the 
Crimson Tide back in a bowl game. And although stars have been lost, the Tide has a number worthy 
of post-season recognition. by Kirk McNair 


Kenneth Darby: 
Motivated By Move To Starting Role 10 
Alabama's bad football luck continued when starting halfback Ray Hudson was lost for the year with a 


knee injury, but Kenneth Darby saw his opportunity and stepped in as an outstanding replacement. 
by Kirk McNair 


Jeremy Clark: 

He Has Fun Doing The Job Well 14 
Sophomore defensive tackle Jeremy Clark is in his second season as a starter on one of the best defen- 
sive units in the nation. And what encourages Bama coaches is they think Clark has the potential to be 
even better. by Greg Wallace 


The Freshmen: 

Giving Tide Football An Early Boost 16 
Alabama Head Football Coach Mike Shula predicted early last spring that the incoming freshman class 
would play a big role in 2004 Crimson Tide football, His prediction has come true as a number of first- 
year Tiders are making major contributions. by Mitch Dobbs 


Swimming & Diving Outlook: 

Olympians Are Strength Of Team 20 
Both the men’s and women’s swimming and diving teams of second year Coach Eric MclIlquham are 
possible top ten national squads this year, in great part because a number of Crimson Tide stars have 
returned from Olympic Games training and participation. by Andrew Varble IL 


Football Recruiting: 

Looking Out Of State For Big Men 23 
Football success usually means having good big men-linemen, linebackers and tight ends—as well as 
the more visible skill position players. Alabama high schools provide Bama most of its players, but the 
Crimson Tide does look out of state for additional good ones. by Andrew Bone 


Where Are They Now? 


Smith Continues to Achieve 26 
David Smith faced the difficulties of being a walk-on and also having serious injuries, but he became a 
top quarterback for the Crimson Tide. And he has taken those lessons learned on the football field to 
be successful as an adult. by Erik Stinnett 


History Of Alabama Athletics: 
Irons Starred On And Off Field 28 


Before Alabama football was nationally-prominent, the cheers at Alabama were for a distance runner. 
George Irons was also a scholar and went on to fame following his running days at The Capstone. 
by Mitch Dobbs 
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It’s Like Having 
"BAMA MAGAZINE 
Come Every Day! 


No one covers Alabama athletics like the writers and photographers of 
"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE, and you can get all their expertise 
24 hours per day, seven days per week, 52 weeks per year at 
BamaMag.com 
New stories every day! 

Message boards with your questions answered by Kirk McNair, 
Mitch Dobbs, and Andrew Bone from ’BAMA, and dozens of experts 
on the Scout.Com Network! Live chat sessions! 

Pictures from the practice field, and recruiting visits! 


Log On Today 
And 


Keep Up With The Crimson Tide! 
www.BamaMag.com 
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erry Christmas 


all year through... 


Christmas will be here before you know it. 

Don’t the special people on your list deserve a special present? 
Give a subscription to BAMA magazine and say merry Christmas all 
year through! Your Crimson Tide fan friends will love the in-depth 
coverage of Alabama football —recruiting, players and players-to-be, 
coaches, Tide tradition, the story behind the story; and all the other 


7 7 o r 
sports as well. You even get an attractive sift card sent free with 


every BAMA subscription you give. "BAMA...the perfect sift for 


happy holidays happily ever after. 


(1-800-713-2261 


Clip and mail to Bama magazine, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
___ YES! I want to give my friends who love Alabama football something really special. Send 
a full year (10 full-color magazines and e-mail newsletters after every game and at other 
times of the year) to those listed below. I'll play only $35 for each gift subscription. 
(Alabama residents must add $2 sales tax.) Overseas add $10. 
| A gift announcement card will be sent free with every gift subscription I order. 
___ YES! Enter a subscription for me, too! ___ Payment Enclosed ___ Visa 
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Basketball Honorees 

Alabama Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried has tried to downplay the expecta- 
tions for his 2004-05 team, pointing out that 
without the NCAA Tournament heroics, 
Alabama would have had a mediocre record 
last season. But almost no one is going to 
overlook Bama victories over the likes of de- 
fending national champion Syracuse and 
number one ranked Stanford and reaching 
the Elite Eight of the tournament for the 
first time in Crimson Tide basketball history. 

Not even Gottfried’s fellow Southeastern 
Conference head coaches are buying the 
Bama’s coach’s contention. And Gottfried 
does admit he has some good, experienced 
players. The SEC coaches seemed to agree. 
The group has released its first, in what is to 
be annual, men’s basketball preseason All- 
SEC first and second teams, and Alabama 
was well-represented. 

Crimson Tide junior forward Kennedy 
Winston was named to the pre-season honor 
squad. The Prichard native led Alabama in 
scoring last season, averaging 17.1 points in 
all games and 18.9 points a game against the 
SEC. Winston is also a preseason John R. 
Wooden All-America. 

Two Tide players were voted pre-season 
All-SEC second team by the coaches. Senior 
Earnest Shelton, a guard who averaged 15.8 


SCORECARD 


points last season, and junior forward 
Chuck Davis, who averaged 11.5 points and 
a team-leading 5.9 rebounds, were both on 
that list. 

The All-SEC team included Winston, 
Florida’s David Lee, Anthony Roberson and 
Matt Walsh, Kentucky's Chuck Hayes, LSU's 
Brandon Bass, Mississippi State’s Lawrence 
Roberts, and Tennessee's Scooter McFadgon. 
Roberts and Roberson were unanimous se- 
lections. 

The second team includes Davis and 
Shelton of Alabama, Ronnie Brewer of 
Arkansas, Kentucky’s Kelenna Azubuike, 
South Carolina’s Carlos Powell, Tennessee's 
Brandon Crump and C.J. Watson, and 
Vanderbilt's Mario Moore. 


Pettway In Huntsville 

One reason Alabama Basketball Coach 
Mark Gottfried is concerned about the 
2004-05 season is that Antoine Pettway has 
completed his Crimson Tide career. Pettway, 
a fan favorite for his clutch play, came to 
Alabama as a walk-on and became indispen- 
sible. And Pettway will remain in Alabama 
for the immediate future. He has signed with 
the NBAs National Basketball Development 
League and will be allocated to the 
Huntsville Flight. NBDL director of basket- 
ball operations Chris Alpert said Pettway 
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ALABAMA FOOTBALL ® BASKETBALL 
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JOHN ED BELVIN 


COREY GIBBS 
LICENSED TICKET BROKERS 


2123 Ninth St, Suite 207 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 


1-205-758-1199 
1-877-758-1199 
9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Central Time 


www.NeedOneTicket.com 
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will report to training camp in Huntsville on 
November 7. 

Pettway, 6-0, 170, played in 126 games 
during his Crimson Tide career (2000- 
2004), averaging 6.3 points, 2.3 rebounds, 
2.3 assists and 1.3 steals. After walking on as 
a freshman in 2000-01 on an academic 
scholarship, Pettway earned a basketball 
scholarship in July of 2001. As a senior he 
started all 33 games, averaging 9.1 points 
and 3.5 assists. 

Other collegiate highlights for Pettway in- 
clude earning MVP honors in the 2002 
Basketball Hall of Fame Tipoff Classic before 
finishing that junior season ranked third on 
the Alabama all-time, single-season three- 
point field goal percentage list at .408 (29- 
71). As a sophomore he backed up the ac- 
claim garnered for his trademark shiny red 
basketball shoes by hitting the game-win- 
ning shot against Florida to lift Alabama to 
the 2002 Southeastern Conference regular 
season championship. 

After finishing his career at Alabama and 
graduating with a degree in Biology in May, 
Pettway went on to earn World Basketball 
Association Rookie of the Year honors while 
playing for the Kentucky Reach last sum- 
mer. He averaged 12.7 points and 4.6 assists 
while leading the Reach to an 11-9 record. 

The NBDL, the NBA’ minor league, in- 
cludes the Fayetteville Patriots (N.C.), 
Florida Flame (Ft. Myers), Roanoke Dazzle 
(Va.), Columbus Riverdragons (Ga.) and 
Asheville Altitude (N.C.), as well as 
Huntsville. 


Highly-Regarded 

The Alabama baseball team’s list of new- 
comers was rated 10th best recruiting class 
in the nation by Baseball America. Bama was 
one of three SEC teams in the baseball pub- 
lication’s ranking of a Dandy Dozen recruit- 
ing classes. 

“I think we have brought in some very tal- 
ented players,” Alabama Coach Jim Wells 
said. “There are several guys that will make 
immediate impact this season. Cale lorg 
(Knoxville, Tennessee) and Josh Copeland 
(Palmetto, Georgia) are very good players. 
Kody Valverde (Baton Rouge, Louisiana), 
who came to us from the University of New 
Orleans, is battling for the catching position. 
We have several freshman and junior college 
pitchers who can help us.” 

The Crimson Tide signed 10 high school 
players, five junior college players and one 
four-year transfer to complete its 2005 roster. 

Baseball America highlighted the play of 
incoming freshmen Josh Copeland (RHP, 
1B), Austin Hyatt (RHP), Cale lorg (SS), 
Chris Kirkland (C) and Adam Resendez 
(OF) and junior college transfer Trey Shields 
(RHP). 

Four of those players were drafted in the 
2004 MLB First-Year Player Draft this past 
June. lorg was taken in the 16th round by 
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the Minnesota Twins, Hyatt was taken in the 
23rd round by the Atlanta Braves, Resendez 
was a 49th round pick of the Texas Rangers, 
while Kirkland was taken in the 49th round 
by the Toronto Blue Jays. 

“Copeland could factor in as a legit closer 
and designated hitter (for the Crimson Tide 
this year),” Baseball America wrote. “The 
speedy, sure-handed lorg could be the open- 
ing day shortstop and has baseball in his 
bloodlines. Father Garth and uncle Dane 
played in the majors and brother Eli plays 
for Tennessee. Trey Shields will fight for a 
rotation spot, where he could be throwing to 
Kirkland, a solid catch-and-throw guy with 
two juniors ahead of him.” 

The list of Top 12 recruiting classes ac- 
cording to Baseball America: (1) Texas, (2) 
Arizona State, (3), TCU, (4) Tulane, (5) 
Georgia Tech, (6) LSU, (7) Pepperdine, (8) 
Oklahoma State, (9) South Carolina, (10) 
Alabama, (11) North Carolina and (12) 
Clemson. 


Top Graduate 

Former Alabama fullback Nathan Cox of 
Spanish Fort, a walk-on and the son of for- 
mer Tider Allen Cox, earned his degree from 
The University last spring. He then went to 
Quantico, Virginia, to Officers Candidate 
School of the United States Marine Corps. 
Cox was one of 617 enrolled in the program 
and he was named the “Distinguished 
Academic Graduate.” 


Bama Belles Disbanded 

Each year about 400 women students at 
The University applied to serve as one of 50 
Bama Belles, helping with Crimson Tide 
football recruiting. Owing to a sex scandal 
at Colorado, the NCAA outlawed such orga- 
nizations. Rather than attempt to reformat 
the Belles, who received small stipends in 
exchange for helping guide prospects and 
their families making unofficial and official 
visits to campus, Alabama, along with all 
Southeastern Conference schools, elected to 
disband such groups. 


New Swim Assistant 

Alabama has hired former Butler Head 
Coach Nichole Ellis as an assistant swim- 
ming and diving coach. She won't be alone 
as a former head coach on this staff. Head 
Coach Eric MclIlquham pointed out that 
three coaches on the staff have NCAA 
Division 1 head coaching experience, mak- 
ing Bama the only combined swimming pro- 
gram with that distinction. “This gives us 
one of the best staffs in the nation.” 
Mcllquham said. 

Ellis comes to Alabama after a three year 
stint as head coach of Butler University, 
helping see the Bulldogs through one of the 
largest transitional periods in the program's 
history. 

In Ellis’ two seasons at Butler, ten school 
records were broken, while the Bulldogs’ 
women’s team posted the highest grade 
point average in the nation. Butler’s team 
GPA of 3.69 for the fall, 2003 semester led 
the College Swimming Coaches Association 
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of America’s (CSCAA) “Academic AIll- 
America” list. Fifteen total swimmers earned 
Butler Athletic Director's Honor Roll acco- 
lades last season. 

Prior to Butler, she was the assistant coach 
at IUPUI, her alma mater, during the 2001- 
02 season. As recruiting coordinator, Ellis 
brought in the largest recruiting class in 
Jaguar program history. She was also in 
charge of on-deck coaching and nutritional 
and weight workout design and implemen- 
tation. 

Ellis was a standout on the IUPUI swim 
team from 1997-2000, earning a Mid- 
Continent Conference championship in the 
100 breaststroke in 1999, With the Jaguars, 
she was a four-year letterwinner and was 
named her team’s captain all four seasons. 
Ellis holds six school records and was twice 
named to the all-conference team. She was 
the team’s MVP for the 2000-01 season. 

She also excelled academically, as she was 
a five-time academic all-conference selection 
and was cited as one of IUPUI’s top 100 stu- 
dents in 2000 and 2001. In addition to her 
season at IUPUI, Ellis has also gained coach- 
ing experience through the Nike/IUPUI 
Swim Camp, the IUPUI Stroke Clinic, the 
Indy Dolphins Swim Club, and the Indiana 
and Auburn University Swim Camps. 

Ellis graduated from IUPUI in December 
of 2001 with a degree in secondary educa- 
tion. She earned a master’s degree in sports 
administration from Butler in 2004. 


Basketball Tickets 

The Alabama athletics ticket office is tak- 
ing orders for season tickets for Alabama 
men’s basketball home games. A full-season’s 
package of home-game tickets is $235. 
Individual game tickets go on sale Novem- 
ber 8 at 9 a.m. and will be $15 for non-con- 
ference home games and $17 for Southeast- 
ern Conference home games. A student tick- 
et, available to kids aged 15 and under, is $8. 

The ticket office in the main entrance to 
Coleman Coliseum is open Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. CT. Tickets may also be 
ordered through the University’s official web- 
site, www.rolltide.com, or by calling (205) 
348-BAMA or toll free, 1-877-TIDETIX. 


Soccer Achievements 

A couple of 3-1 Alabama soccer victories 
in late October had significance for the 
Crimson Tide program. In Alabama’s final 
home conference game of the season, on 
October 22, the Tide got three second half 
goals from Kylie Boyd and defeated Georgia, 
3-1. The win assured that Alabama will be 
participating in the SEC Tournament in 
Orange Beach November 3-7. 

On October 17, Bama defeated Arkansas 
by a 3-1 score in Fayetteville. Unlike the 
come-from-behind win over Georgia, the 
Tide scored its three goals in the first eight 
minutes of the game. That victory was num- 
ber 300 for coach Don Staley in his 18-year 
career, the last 11 at Alabama. 

Gilliam Kilburn was named SEC Player of 
the Week for her two goals in that Arkansas 
game. 
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If Eligible, Tide Will Go Bowling 


by Kirk McNair 


Although several stars are 
on sidelines, Bama has 
had all-star performances 


o team has been more identified 
Ne bowl games than Alabama. The 

Crimson Tide has a host of bowl 
records, including being the first team to 
play in and win all four major bowls (Rose, 
Sugar, Orange and Cotton), playing in more 
bowl games than any other team, 51, and 
winning more bowl games than any other, 
29. 

Bama has been out of the bowl picture the 
past couple of years, part of sanctions im- 
posed by the NCAA Infractions Committee. 
The 2004 Alabama football team is not 
going to go down in history as any kind of 
great one. Of course, at Alabama, no team 
falling short of an undefeated season and 
national championship can be considered a 
great Crimson Tide. But this Alabama team 
can get Bama back into bowl contention. 

Its not going to be a major bowl. In all 
probability, if Alabama wins the required six 
games to be bowl eligible. it will be by the 
barest. After the fifth victory of the year was 
attained at homecoming against Southern 
Miss on October 16, most analysts conceded 
a win over Mississippi State on November 6 
and bowl eligibility. But that was before 
Coach Sylvester Croom’s Bulldogs upset 
Florida on October 23, when Alabama was 
losing a game to Tennessee and also losing 
yet another key offensive player in full- 
back/halfback Tim Castille. 

Mississippi State is not the only opponent 
remaining for Alabama. A sixth win could 


Date Opponent 

Sept. 4 Utah State 

Sept. 11 Mississippi 

Sept. 18 Western Carolina 
Sept. 25 Arkansas 

Oct. 2 South Carolina 
Oct. 9 Kentucky 


Tennessee 
Mississippi State 
Nov. 13 LSU 

Auburn 


2004 Alabama Football Schedule & Results 


Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


also come against LSU or Auburn. The 
Bulldogs, though, their upset of Florida 
notwithstanding, seem the best opportunity 
for Alabama to get bowl eligible. LSU still 
has many components of the 2003 national 
championship team, while Auburn has 
proved to be one of the nation’s most power- 
ful teams this season. 

If Bama can limp into the bowl picture, it 
will not be at a high level. While member- 
ship in the Southeastern Conference has not 
always proved helpful to its football for- 
tunes, Alabama could land one of the SEC- 
affiliated bowl berths. As November looms, 
it appears four SEC teams will not be bowl 
eligible. They are Vanderbilt, Kentucky, 
Mississippi State, and Mississippi. That 
could change. And it is also possible that 
Bama will not be eligible. 

If Alabama does earn its sixth victory and 
a bowl invitation, it is likely to be the Music 
City Bowl. Some analysts have predicted an 
Alabama-Ohio State match-up in that game. 

The SEC bowl agreements also include 
match-ups from specific conferences. Those 
matches are contingent on the conferences 
being able to provide an eligible team. 

If not the Music City Bowl, many believe 
the Tide would be selected for the Indepen- 
dence Bowl against a representative from the 
Big 12 Conference. 

The Southeastern Conference has agree- 
ments with seven bowls in addition to the 
SEC's inclusion in the Bowl Championship 
Series (BCS). The SEC Championship Game 
winner will participate in the BCS, either the 
national championship game (this year the 
Orange Bowl on January 4, or the Sugar 
Bowl on January 3. It is possible for two 
SEC teams to be ranked among the nation’s 
top eight in BCS standings and land two 
BCS spots. The Rose and Fiesta bowls also 
host BCS participants. 

In addition to the BCS team or teams, the 
SEC has the opportunity to put teams in the 


Site Central Time/TV or 
Result (Attendance) 


Tuscaloosa 48-17 (82,033) 
Tuscaloosa 28-7 (83,083) 
Tuscaloosa 52-0 (77,306) 
Fayetteville 10-27 (72,543) 
Tuscaloosa 3-20 (82,141) 
Lexington 45-17 (65,482) 
Tuscaloosa 27-3 (82,094) 
Knoxville 13-17 (107,017) 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Baton Rouge TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
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Capital One Bowl on January | in Orlando 
against a Big Ten team, the Outback Bowl in 
Tampa on January 1 against Big Ten, the 
Cotton Bowl in Dallas on January 1 against 
Big 12, the Peach Bowl in Atlanta on 
December 31 against ACC, the Music City 
Bowl in Nashville on December 31 against 
Big 10, the Independence Bowl in Shreve- 
port on December 28 against Big 12, and the 
Houston Bowl in Houston on December 29 
against Big 12. 

Although Alabama's bowl reputation has 
been built primarily on its success in the 
major bowls, the most recent Alabama bowl 
appearance was in the Independence Bowl, a 
14-13 win over lowa State at the end of the 
2001 season. 


is not likely to be said it was because 

Bama was lucky. What seems to be a 
long string of bad luck has continued this 
year, particularly on the injury front. 

There is an adage that for a football team 
to be strong, it must be strong up the mid- 
dle. On offense that means center, quarter- 
back, fullback, and tailback. And Alabama 
was strong starting the season. As of this 
writing, it would behoove center JB Closner 
to avoid walking under ladders, black cats, 
etc. Of those four positions, Closner is the 
only one who started the season to have an 
opportunity to finish it. 

Junior quarterback Brodie Croyle was hav- 
ing an outstanding year when he was lost for 
the season in the third game of the year with 
a knee injury. Senior halfback Ray Hudson 
was leading the SEC in rushing and in all- 
purpose yards when he was lost for the sea- 
son in the sixth game of the season with a 
knee injury. And sophomore Tim Castille 
was performing well as a double duty player, 
fullback (where he was the starter for the 
second year) and halfback when he was lost 
for the season in the eighth game of the sea- 
son with a knee injury. 


till, Alabama has players who should 
S receive all-star recognition at the end 

of the season, Even with back-up half- 
back and fullback play and a non-threaten- 
ing passing game, Alabama has been able to 
lead the SEC in rushing offense this season. 
In great part that is a tribute to the offensive 
line, and no fewer than four members of 
that front are receiving recognition. In fact, 
three of them were mentioned on a “mid- 
season All-America team” selected by 
SI.com, Selected first team was offensive 
tackle Wesley Britt, while College Football 


I: Alabama does reach post-season play, it 
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Wesley Britt 


News named guard Evan Mathis first team at 
the mid-point of the season. The magazine 
also named Britt and guard Danny Martz as ter. 
honorable mention. 


Williams, athletics director at Troy and a native of Tuscaloosa, 
would be named senior associate athletics director at Alabama. 
The official announcement came October 19. 

Athletics Director Mal Moore said he had been contemplating the 
addition to his administrative staff “for the past 18 months.” Williams 
will be in charge of external affairs, 
meaning oversight responsibilties for 
Tide Pride, marketing and promo- 
tions, media relations, and the athlet- 
ics ticket office. And Williams’ accom- 
plishments in 11 years as athletics di- 
rector at Troy leads one to the conclu- 
sion he will be involved in many other 
areas as Moore's top assistant. 

Tommy Hicks, columnist for the 
Mobile Register, had the opportunity 
to ask Williams five questions and hit 
home runs with two of them. There is 
some sentiment in the state for 
Alabama to play the lesser lights of the 
football world, such as Troy and Alabama-Birmingham. Hicks asked 
Williams, “When you were athletics director at Troy, how did you feel 
about playing Alabama in football?” 

Williams answered, “I was dreaming of the day we would play 
Alabama. Now that I'm going to Alabama, that’s not something I'm in- 
terested in doing. There’s nothing to be gained from that (for 
Alabama).” 

Hicks also asked, “Is it your wish to become athletics director at 
Alabama?” 

Williams said, “Being AD sometimes isn’t all it's cracked up to be, 
being that all the decisions are left to you. I’m looking forward to 
being in a supporting role for a while.” 


O* of the worst-kept secrets of recent weeks was that Johnny 
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Roman Harper 


Additionally, Closner has been on some 
watchlists for all-conference mention at cen- 


College Football News also noted the play 


Williams Joins Athletics Department Administration 


of soph halfback Kenneth Darby in replacing 
Ray Hudson. The magazine said, “Player 
who'll step up in the second half - Kenneth 
Darby, RB Alabama With RB Ray Hudson 
and QB Brodie Croyle out for the year, it'll 
be up to Darby to carry the Tide offense. He 
tore off 296 yards and three touchdowns 
against Kentucky and Southern Miss and 
will continue to be fed the ball over and 
over and over again.” 

Britt is on both Lombardi and Outland 
lists as a potential honoree as the nation’s 
best lineman. 

Tide punter Bo Freelend is on the Ray Guy 
list. Midway through the season Alabama 
was leading the SEC and ranked 10th in the 
nation in net punting. 

With Alabama ranking among the nation’s 
best defensive teams (first in the nation in 
total defense, pass defense, and pass defense 
efficiency, and ninth in scoring defense), a 
handful of Tide defensive players are being 
mentioned for honors. 

They include both safeties, Roman Harper 
and Charlie Peprah; linebackers DeMeco 
Ryans and Freddie Roach (who was an alter- 
nate at middle linebacker, before taking over 
for an injured Juwan Garth at weakside), 
and defensive end Todd Bates. 


Williams has played a historically important role in athletics in the 
state. Under his watch, Troy moved from Division II to Division 1A in 
all sports; upgraded the football stadium; and moved Troy into a con- 
ference. 

“Having grown up in the shadows of Bryant-Denny Stadium, The 
University of Alabama had a huge impact on my life,” Williams said, 
“and led me to dream about becoming involved in college athletics. 

“When I was approached by the search committee about this posi- 
tion, I viewed it as a tremendous opportunity to fulfill my dream to 
someday be a part of The University of Alabama family. I am very 
thankful to Coach Moore for putting his faith in me and my abilities 
and I am excited about the new opportunity that awaits me.” 

In January 2002, Williams was honored for his progressive leader- 
ship by the All-American Football Foundation with its prestigious 
General Robert Neyland Athletics Director Award. 

Williams began his athletics career at Troy as a graduate assistant 
football coach under Rick Rhoades. 

During his coaching tenure with the Trojans, Williams also held 
several administrative positions within the department. In 1986 and 
1987, he coordinated the football program’s marketing and develop- 
ment efforts as a special assistant to the athletics director, in addition 
to his coaching duties. In 1988, he coordinated travel and ticket sales. 

Prior to his arrival in Troy, Williams was the head football coach and 
athletics director at Pickens County High School in Reform in 1984. 
He also served as an assistant coach at his alma mater, the University 
of North Alabama, from 1979-83. 

A 1980 graduate of UNA with a degree in health/physical education, 
Williams was a four-year defensive starter for the Lions, earning 
“Defensive Lineman of the Year” honors in 1978. He was selected to 
the “UNA Team of the Decade” for the 1970s. 

A 1975 graduate of Holt High School, he is married to the former 
Robin Libby of Huntsville. The couple has two sons, Andrew and 
David. —Kirk McNair 


www.BamaMag.com 9 


Kenneth Darby: 


wy. j 1% « 
five! lee hao ae eee ¢ 


by Kirk McNair 


Sophomore halfback goes 
to number one when Tide 
loses Hudson to injury 


labama is likely the only major col- 
At football team in the nation to 

have lost both its starting quarter- 
back and its starting tailback to season-end- 
ing injuries before the mid-point of the 
2004 season. The coach's adage that bad 
luck for one player is an opportunity for an- 
other sometimes rings hollow, but it is true 
that when one player falls, another must 
step into his spot. 

When Crimson Tide senior halfback Ray 
Hudson, who was having an all-star type sea- 
son, went down with a season-ending knee 
injury in Lexington last month, the man to 
step up was sophomore Kenneth Darby. He 
has accepted the challenge. 

“Its not a problem to be the starter,” he 
said. “Its a matter of stepping your game up. 
The role now is bigger. But for me that’s a mo- 
tivation, not a problem. | think about the sit- 
uation and what I have to do and keep think- 
ing positive. I’ve been playing. I’m starting 
now, but I'm used to doing the job.” 

That job is primarily running the football. 
“Find the hole and hit it hard,” as Darby, 5- 
10, 202, described it. 

It would be an understatement to say that 
early indications are that Kenneth Darby is up 
to the task. In his first game as starter, home- 
coming against nationally-ranked Southern 
Miss, Darby keyed the 27-3 Bama victory as 
he rushed 29 times for 197 yards, 6.8 yards 
per carry. He rushed for one touchdown and 
caught a pass for another. 

His 197-yard rushing performance was the 
best in Tide history for a first time starter, and 
13th best all-time by a Bama player. 

Following the game, Southern Miss’ out- 
standing linebacker Michael Boley called 
Darby “a good back. He’s a good slasher and a 
power runner. He is one of those you hate to 
play against.” 


arby was standing next to Running 
D= Coach Sparky Woods on the 

sidelines at Kentucky when Hudson 
took a blow to the leg. “I could tell he was 
hurt bad,” Darby said. “Losing Ray affects 
the team, but it doesn’t get us down. It mo- 
tivates us to work harder. When our backs 
are against the wall, we come out fighting. 
You hate to see a teammate get hurt, and | 


10 


especially hate it for Ray, who plays the 
same position. We're like brothers.” 

Coach Woods said, “We don’t worry too 
much about how many reps KD gets. He's got 
a lot of endurance. We do monitor his touch- 
es. Halfback is a ‘Beat-You-Up’ kind of posi- 
tion. You have to be mentally ready, because 
there is going to be a lot of contact- fast con- 
tact—-because everyone is running to the foot- 
ball.” 

Woods said, “Halfback is a position where a 
young player can get ready insofar as assign- 
ments and responsibility. Its much easier than 
fullback, for instance, which has more assign- 
ments. Before he was injured, Ray got called 
on a lot for certain plays because of things he 
could do, such as pass receiver. But Ken 
knows what to do and can run everything. 
We won't keep from calling any plays with 
Ken that we would have called with Ray.” 

Darby said, “I have a better focus, a better 
understanding of my assignments, than I did 
last year. And after Ray went out, | knew I 
had to work that much harder. That means 
more of what I’ve been doing, such as film 
study.” 

As far as preparation, Darby said, “Coach 
Shula tells us to practice like its a game and 
then to have fun in the game. We prepare 
hard during the week so we don’t make mis- 
takes on Saturday.” 

He added, “It helps that I'm healthier this 
year.” 

And, he said, “I'm a positive guy. My moth- 
er instilled that in me, to always be positive, 
not let negative thoughts bring me down. I 
think being positive makes you stronger, bet- 
ter able to deal with problems.” 

Is Alabama unlucky? “It does seem the last 
two years that we have been unlucky with in- 
juries,” Darby said. “But I’m not superstitious. 
Injuries are just a part of football. But I will 
say if I had to list my goals, I'd put staying 
healthy at the top of the list.” 

And, he added, “You can’t think about in- 
juries. If you think about it you'll start playing 
scared, You can’t do that.” 

Darby is no stranger to the training room, 
either, 

After a redshirt year in 2002, he played in 
the season-opener against South Florida last 
year. “The older guys were telling me how 
nervous I'd be to play in my first college 
game,” he said. “I wasn’t nervous. I was excit- 
ed. I'm excited to play football. And that’s the 
way | am now. I’m not nervous to be the 
starter. I'm excited.” 

But the excitement didn't last long. “I hurt a 
rib against Northern Illinois, then came back 
to play against Ole Miss,” Darby said. “I was in 
for one play and had a long run (41 yards), but 
the guy who tackled me and I came down to- 
gether with all our weight on my shoulder and 
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Motivated By Move To Starting Role 


it separated. I played very few snaps after that. 
It didn’t really heal until after the season.” 
Darby said, “When Coach Johnston 
(Strength and Conditioning Coach Kent 
Johnston) came in last January, he knew we 
had had a lot of shoulder injuries last year 
and we started doing a lot of work to get our 
shoulders stronger. He and Coach Jones 
(Terry Jones, assistant strength coach) gave 
me a program, and then | did extra work on 
my shoulder drills. I haven’t had a problem.” 
Darby, who was known as Kenneth or K.D. 
growing up, is now called Ken by many of his 
coaches and teammates. Though he doesn’t 
use Ken, it doesn’t bother him that others do. 


“I was about six years old and was sort of 

an energetic child,” he said. “I ran out in 
the street and got hit by a car and broke my 
leg. The day I got my leg out of a cast I was 
playing Karate and broke it again.” 

“I started playing football when I was seven 
years old. Coach Tony Acklin came through 
the neighborhood scooping up seven- and 
eight-year-old kids to play football in the 
Metro League, and I was one of the ones he 
scooped. I loved it and I've been playing foot- 
ball ever since.” 

“My mother worried about me getting hurt. 
1 was playing soccer, but she didn’t know I 
had signed up for Metro League Football. I 
got someone else to sign her name to the per- 
mission slip. One day | came home carrying 
my pads and she saw them. She was upset, 
but I told her I was good, that I had scored 
four touchdowns that day. She wasn’t very 
happy about it, but she did go watch me play. 
She still worried about me getting hurt in 
football. She wishes I had stuck to basket- 
ball.” 

Darby said, “I've always been a running 
back, but until 1 got to Alabama | always 
played both ways. I was a linebacker on de- 
fense. In fact, my first year in high school I 
was a running back on the junior varsity and 
a linebacker on the varsity. | moved up to var- 
sity on offense my sophomore year.” 

He played at Butler High School for Coach 
Ron Danley, where he was a finalist for “Mr. 
Football” in Alabama. A teammate almost all 
his life is Ramzee Robinson, current Tide 
starter at cornerback. “Ramzee and | started 
on that same Metro League team and have 
been teammates every year except for middle 
school,” Darby said. 

It wasn't a hard decision for Darby to pick 
Alabama. “It was close to home, which was 
important, but it was a school I’ve always 
liked. I followed Alabama football when I was 
in high school and I knew they had a great 
tradition. Actually, | didn’t realize how great a 
tradition until I got down here. But I always 


[= bad luck started early for Kenneth. 
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Kenneth Darby has gone from back-up to starter 
at halfback as Alabama has suffered another sea- 
son-ending injury to a starter. Darby believes he 
is prepared for his new role. Barry Fikes Photo 


enjoyed watching Alabama play and always 
thought I'd like to play for Ala-bama.” 


arby said, “I was recruited by Coach 
De (Dennis Franchione), and 

Alabama was running the option. | 
thought that would be a good offense for my 
style of running. Then Coach (Mike) Price 
came in for spring practice and it was pass, 
pass, pass. The running backs had to learn to 
pass block. It was more like we were doing 
linebacker drills, trying to take on the big guys, 
than anything else. It didn’t seem we had any 
drills for running the ball.” 

Darby said, “Coach Shula has confidence in 
the running game. It’s our job to prove to him 
every week that we can do the job. | think the 
running game is always going to be strong at 
Alabama. It always has been, as long as I can 
remember and long before that. Different 
coaches may have different styles, but they all 
use the running game.” 

Shula noted the difficulty of replacing a play- 
er with the explosiveness of Hudson but said 
there were several ways he might try to offset 
the loss of the squad's leading rusher. It starts 
with Darby. 

“I think Ken, in a lot of ways, is similar to 
Ray,” Shula said. “Ray waited patiently for his 
opportunity, he played last year and contribut- 
ed and helped us win some games last year and 
all of a sudden had his opportunity to start and 
got a lot more carries and flourished for the 
first half of the season. 

“I think Ken Darby could have that same 
type of productivity. He's kind of waiting his 
turn; he’s showing signs of elusiveness, speed, 
toughness, quickness; and now he’s going to 
have a greater opportunity.” 

Its not all on Darby's shoulders. Shula said in 
addition to Darby at the tailback, “we probably 
could see a little more of Tim Castille at tail- 
back, which means LéRon McClain would play 
more at fullback. There’s a couple of more 
things we can do, like play two tight ends more 
or you might see Aaron Johns more.” 

Woods noted the differences in Hudson and 
Darby. He said, “They are different in that Ray 
was real fast and could run away from defend- 
ers. Kenneth is more a darter-type. He will pick 
a shoulder and run through it. Kenneth is 
harder to get on the ground than Ray. Kenneth 
stays behind his pads. If you're going to tackle 
him, you'd better get down because he has the 
ability to run through tackles.” 

Like almost every player at the level Bama 
plays, Darby hopes to continue football after 
college. And when his playing days are over he 
hopes to have some connection to sports. He's 
a communications major and might want a ca- 
reer in sports broadcasting. And he thinks he 
might like to work with kids as a volunteer 
coach in a Boys and Girls Club. 
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YOU’RE EITHER WITH US OR BEH 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


ay 


INTRODUCING THE DODGE SRT SERIES; Welcome to an all-new world of performance. A bold statement—but there’s never 

been a line of vehicles more capable of backing it up. The Viper SRT-10 and Ram SRT-10* share an asphalt-scorching 505 cu-in V10. 
And the SRT-4 is the fastest car under $21,000? This series, however, isn’t about bragging rights. It’s about taking race-inspired 
technology to the next level. And leaving everything else behind. Visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 


*Select dealers. Limited quantities. tLate availability. +Based on 0-60. MSRP excludes tax. 


Jeremy Clark: 


oO 
NTA 


by Greg Wallace 


Defensive star’s best feature may be potential to improve 


Fishing is Hard Work. 


DESTIN 


PENSACOLA 
BEACH 


NAVARRE 
BEACH 


Get your free 
guide to the 
Gulf Coast's nicest: 


GULFRONT 
CONDOS 


BEACH HOMES 


Relax at our place. COTTAGES 


MANAGEMENT INC. 


1-800-24-BEACH 
1-800-242-3224 


www.jmevacations.com 


*Subject to availability. 


10% Discounts June, July & August Not valid with existing reservations. 
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He Has Fun Doing The Job Well 


here are days in every college football 
| player's life when the grind wears 
thin. Practice. Classes. Homework. 
Games. Training. And more practice, classes 
and homework. Some players wilt and fade 
under the pressure. To Jeremy Clark, howev- 
er, the football life gets fun when it turns 
toughest. 

“Some days I might not feel like practicing, 
but I try to find a way to make something fun 
out of it,” the Alabama sophomore defensive 
tackle said. “I try to make myself have fun, 
and that rubs off on other players. Other play- 
ers make me enthused, and that feeds off on 
me. It makes the day a little easier.” 

Clark’s boundless enthusiasm has helped 
him become one of Alabama's best defensive 
linemen early in his Crimson Tide career. A 
redshirt sophomore, he has already started 
all but six games in his college career, in- 
cluding starts in every game this season. 

Seems having a little fun goes a long, long 
way. 

“The thing I love about Jeremy Clark is 
that he loves to play and he has a good time 
playing,” said Alabama Defensive Coordi- 
nator Joe Kines. “This game is supposed to 
be fun, and the fun comes in winning. But 
there can also be some delight taken from 
doing the job well. I think Jeremy's one of 
those guys.” 

A Daphne native, Clark's crimson memo- 
ries are numerous. 

When he was “10 or 11 years old,” every 
fall Saturday meant going to the neighbor- 
hood barbershop and watching the Crimson 
Tide playing on television. 

“I never thought, coming up as a little guy, 
that | saw myself playing for The Univer- 
sity,” he said. “You don't think about that 
much when you're 10 or 11. But I was al- 
ways an Alabama fan, and | always wanted 
to play here.” 

Standout work while at Daphne High 
School made Clark’s career at Alabama a nat- 
ural fit. As a senior, he had 80 tackles and 
nine sacks while helping Daphne to the 
2001 Class 6A state championship, lifting 
him into virtually every elite-prospect list in 
the state. 

Former coach Dennis Franchione’s staff 
was very interested in Clark, and they didn’t 
exactly have to twist his arm, either. 

“When I knew they took an interest in me 
and wanted me to come play here, that just 
made my interest stronger,” he said. “It had 
been a dream just to be associated with and 
play at Alabama.” 

After redshirting in 2002, Clark got his 
first shot at playing in the 2003 season 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/NOVEMBER, 2004 


Jeremy Clark earned a starting job at defensive tackle as a redshirt fresh- 
man and is now a mainstay of the Crimson Tide defensive front. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
opener against South Florida at Legion Field. It was a rare disap- 
pointment, caused mostly, he said, by nerves. 

“IT was shaky,” he said. “I knew I prepared well during the week and I 
knew a lot was expected of me. I was a little nervous, I played shaky, | 
played passive. Therefore I didn’t make plays | was expected to make.” 


e learned soon enough. Despite missing games against 
Horie: Illinois and Arkansas with a foot injury, he broke 

into the starting lineup halfway through the season against 
Southern Miss, recording a career-high six tackles. 

He started the rest of the season. 

“I just wanted to go out and make sure the coaches trusted me,” he 
said. “I did that by trying to do everything right as far as my respon- 
sibilities, taking one thing every day and trying to get better at it. I 
wanted to instill confidence in the coaches and let them know I 
could do the job | had to do.” 

He finished the season with 23 tackles, three sacks and a burning 
desire to do better. 

Last winter, he focused on gaining strength and being more aggres 
sive, which, in turn, would help him better handle constant double- 


Continued On Page 31 
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What would you do 
if you had extra cash? 


Home 
Improvement? - 


Vacation? 


Consolidate 
Debt? 


Loan America, Inc. 
continues to help 
thousands of 
families lower their 
monthly mortgage 
payments everyday. 


Best Rate Anywhere: 


245%" 


$80,000 $314.02/monrh $150,000 $588.79/manh 
$100,000 $392.53/monh $250,000 $981.32/menh 


Let us help you! Call us now! 
Slow Credit... 
No Income Verification... 


Cash Out for any reason... 


No Problem! 


| LOAN AMERICA, INC. 


A YOU DESERVE A BETTER LIFE. 


“Subject to change and qualification as of 01/01/04. Based on 1 month, LIBOR index, 2.73 APR 


Refinance today! 


Call 1-800-667-0486 today! 


www.loanacrossamerica.com 


The Freshmen: 


Si fClNiey bk ee eee ot = 


by Mitch Dobbs 


More than half of new Tide 
players have seen playing 
time in the 2004 season 


ike Shula told us. The Alabama 
football coach said in March that 
many new faces would be on the 


field for Bama in 2004. “At least 10” was his 
first eyebrow-raising prediction, just after 
spring training ended, and the revision of 
that number was upwards as the season 
drew closer. At Southeastern Conference 
Media Days in July the word from Shula was 
“10 to 13” true freshmen playing. “Maybe 
more,” he added. 

Still, when the season began, there was 
some surprise as the predicted 10 players 
only a year removed from high school 
played in Alabama's season opener. And one 
additional true freshman has played since. 
Just past the halfway point in the 2004 foot- 
ball season, the impact of youth on the 
Crimson Tide football team has been one of 
the defining stories for Alabama. 


Tide Style 


Our new Tide jacket! 
Crimson Microfiber 
with Elephant logo 


M-XXL 
Regular and Long 


$100." 


plus tax, shipping 


Call Toll Free 
1-800-749-0992 
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The Locker Room 


1218 University Boulevard * Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 


OFFICIAL ALABAMA BLAZER EXCLUSIVELY AT THE LOCKER ROOM 


The biggest impact player among the 
youngsters has been Simeon Castille, who 
has looked as much like a veteran player as 
anyone on the defensive side of the ball. It 
was Simeon who put Utah State away in 
game one, and put himself onto the Tide su- 
perstar watch-list. His interception and 31- 
yard return for a touchdown put Alabama 
up 24-10 just 54 seconds into the third 
quarter, and the Aggies didn’t come any 
closer to the Tide for the remainder of the 
game. 

“My goal was to come in here and start,” 
Castille said. “I'm not starting but I’m get- 
ting to play a good bit and contributing to 
the team and that’s the most important 
thing. Starting was my personal goal, but I 
love the role that I have, getting to rotate. 
I'm just trying to make something happen 
out there.” 

Castille’s first playing time came on kick- 
off coverage, but he first entered in a defen- 
sive situation with about eight and a half 
minutes remaining in the first quarter of the 
first game. He finished that night with three 
tackles (one for loss) in addition to the in- 
terception in an unexpected 48 plays. 

Castille played in 39 and 38 plays in the 
next two games, before a strained medial 
collateral ligament in his knee sidelined 
him for the Arkansas game, and limited him 
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Giving Tide Football An Early Boost 


to 10 plays against South Carolina, 20 
against Kentucky, and 19 against Southern 
Miss. Although he’s listed as a back-up cor- 
nerback (left and right), he’s the number 
one nickel back. 

“He started out really good, then he 
tweaked his knee and he’s having a hard 
time getting back,” Defensive Secondary 
Coach Chris Ball said. “He had worked his 
way into a play-maker. He's a really good 
play-maker. He's got to get stronger and bet- 
ter in his man coverage, but he’s going to be 
a great player if he keeps working.” 

Castille was tied with Roman Harper and 
Anthony Madison for a team-leading two in- 
terceptions and was tied for second on the 
squad with three pass break-ups after six 
games. 

Castille’s play-making ability is greater 
than that of a normal freshman, and it’s be- 
cause he’s not a normal freshman. His dad 
Jeremiah, was an All-America defensive back 
in 1982, and his brother, Tim, started at full- 
back as a true freshman for the Tide in 2003. 

“My dad taught me everything I know 
about playing football and playing corner,” 
Simeon said. “If it weren't for him teaching 
me the little things about football, giving me 
‘football smarts,’ | know | wouldn't be in the 
position that I am.” 

With the combination of Jeremiah’s life- 
long instruction in football and being under 
the watch of his older brother on a daily 
basis in Tuscaloosa, it would be hard for 
Simeon to mess up, even if he wanted to. 

“My brother and I are best friends and we 
hang out all the time,” Simeon said. “He 
helps me with the ins-and-outs of school. 
This morning, he was the one who woke me 
up when we had 6:30 workouts,” Simeon 
said on Wednesday before the Kentucky 
game. “Just little stuff like that. When | got 
to bed I know if I don’t set my alarm clock 
he’s going to have his. He’s looking out for 
me. 


comed into the defensive line rotation. 
Brother of Wesley and Taylor Britt, 
Justin was lined up at tackle on the second 
series of the season opener. Britt tallied 100 
plays and eight tackles through six games. 
Justin, who was recruited as a two-way play- 
er, is getting his shot this year on defense. 
“In the spring I wasn’t even sure what po- 
sition I was going to play,” Justin said. 


iF didn't take Justin Britt long to be wel- 
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“Things happened and it worked out that 
they needed me on the defensive line. In the 
early part of summer they told me that if 1 
kept working hard and getting stronger that 
I would be on the field and get to play this 
year,” 

The first big impact of 2004 by a freshman 
was made by Fort Walton Beach, Florida, 
native D.J. Hall. He provided the first true 
freshman mark on the statistics sheet, haul- 
ing in a 17-yard reception from quarterback 
Brodie Croyle in the offense’s third play 
from scrimmage. He followed with a nine- 
yard reception on the next play, and finished 
the Utah State game with three catches for 
34 yards. 

“You couldn't ask for more,” Hall said after 
that game. “I just thank the coaches and all 
the players for looking at me as one of the 
key players on the team. I wanted to come 
in and make a big impact.” 

Through six games, Hall had eight recep- 
tions (tied for second-most among re- 
ceivers) for 101 yards. He had logged 179 
plays, the most among the true freshmen. 

Hall’s freshman teammate receiver Keith 
Brown also had eight catches on the year, 
that in just four games and 104 snaps. 
Brown had his best game in the opener, 
hauling in four passes, including a memo- 
rable 57-yard touchdown bomb from 
Croyle. Brown missed the Western Carolina 
game with a knee injury, and while trying to 
make a catch in the end zone against South 
Carolina, he slammed into the fence just be- 
yond the boundary. That collision caused 
him to miss the Kentucky game as well. 

The first true freshman to play in 2004, 
however, was Brewton’s Trent Davidson, 
who lined up as the up-man on the season- 
opening kickoff return squad, which has 
been statistically among the best in the na- 
tion all year. Davidson, a 6-5, 270-pound 
tight end, totaled 70 plays through six 
games, including 51 at tight end. 

“I’m excited and honored to have the 
chance to play for the Tide as a true fresh- 
man,” Davidson said. “I was on kickoff re- 
turn in high school and it’s a huge difference 
on this level, just the speed of everything 
and of course the size of the guys.” 

Getting used to the difference on special 
teams was part of Shula’s plan when decid- 
ing to play true freshmen. 

“Special teams allows those young guys to 
get on the field, get used to the speed of the 
game, get the contact. It’s like a transition 
until they become a starter,” said Special 
Teams Coordinator Dave Ungerer. “We 
weren't concerned with redshirting. We were 
concerned with putting on the field the best 
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True freshmen Keith Brown (81) and DJ. Hall have not only played for Alabama's football team in 


their first seasons, they have been starters and play-makers for the Tide. 


players we could, whether it be on kickoff 
coverage or offensively or defensively.” 

As predicted by the coaching staff, 
Davidson’s experience has become even 
more valuable as injuries have taken their 
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toll at tight end. David Cavan, while still the 
best-blocking tight end on the squad, has 
been limited due to lingering knee pain from 
season-ending injury a year ago. Clint 
Johnston has been spectacular for the Tide 
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this season, but the junior suffered a mild 
concussion that forced him out for the re- 
mainder of the game against Kentucky. That 
wasn't serious, but it was scary. Add the fact 
that junior tight end Greg McLain saw his 
first action of the year against Kentucky, and 
it’s clear that Bama is thin at the position. 

“We hate to have any injuries, but I’m get- 
ting more work and | think it will benefit 
me more so if something more serious does 
happen I feel like I'm ready to go provide 
help and do my job,” Davidson said. 

Against the Wildcats, Davidson played on 
18 offensive snaps and eight special teams 
plays, including a key block in Tyrone 
Prothro’s 100-yard kickoff return in the 
fourth quarter that put Alabama up 38-17 in 
the game. 

“Josh Smith and I got a very good kick- 
out,” Davidson said. “It's a kick-out double- 
team block, and that got him on the side- 
line.” 

Shula mentioned the double team kick-out 
block when reviewing the importance of the 
return. 

Another youngster whose role might be 
increased in the second half of the season is 
halfback Aaron Johns. Like the others, Shula 
pulled the redshirt off Johns quickly because 
he thought Johns would eventually help win 
games. Johns played in three of the first six 
games, totaling 115 yards on 26 carries. 
Before the Kentucky game the move to play 
Johns might have been questionable, but 


with Ray Hudson suffering a season-ending 
injury, the decision to get Johns ready looks 
smart, and the words of running backs 
Coach Sparky Woods could prove prophetic. 

“Coach Woods told me I might be the 
fourth string running back when two-a-days 
start but | might score the winning touch- 
down in the Auburn game,” Johns said. 
“Coach Woods has been around a lot of 
football. I had to take that and keep it in my 
mind and (against Kentucky) it kind of 
showed up.” 


defense for Alabama, but special teams is 

where the difference is most notable. 
Midway through the season, Zeke Knight 
had played 132 plays on the year, mostly on 
special teams. In addition to four receptions 
for 53 yards, Knight had made five tackles in 
six games and had forced one fumble. 

Marcel Stamps played all but a handful of 
his 93 snaps on special teams, and he was 
named the special teams player-of-the-game 
twice, against Utah State and Western 
Carolina. He blocked a punt and returned it 
for a touchdown in the season opener, and 
has had six tackles through the Kentucky 
game. 

Stamps proved his athleticism and versatil- 
ity by seeing early action at wide receiver, 
then making the switch to defense, first safe- 
ty, then linebacker. 

Playing young doesn’t always work out for 


Le: players are on both offense and 
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the better, a fact that Shula knows all too 
well. He played a handful of plays in mop- 
up duty his freshman season at Alabama, 
trading that for what would've been another 
year of eligibility in 1987. 

But the Shula philosophy, at least this year, 
is to play whoever might give his team a bet- 
ter chance to win a game. And while the 
chance of a player seeing his first action di- 
minishes as the season progresses, Shula will 
not set a definite cutoff date. That's primari- 
ly because Alabama is well below the overall 
limit of 85 scholarshipped players owing to 
NCAA sanctions. (The past three years, 
Bama has been able to sign only 17, 18 and 
19 players rather than 25 each year.) Even 
had Bama been at full strength, Shula said, it 
is likely that five or more of this year’s re- 
cruiting class would have been good enough 
to play. 

Shula also acknowledged that playing true 
freshmen in the long term is “probably a little 
bit of a penalty to pay, but if you do a good 
job of recruiting you can make up for it.” 

Other Tide players to shed the redshirt in 
the first half of the season , Marcus Carter 
(51 plays), Travis Robinson (38 plays) and 
Curtis Dawson (19 plays), might fall into 
the penalty category, or they might provide 
yet another surprise from this talented class. 
Carter and Robinson have played primarily 
on special teams. Dawson came in as a 
linebacker, but moved to defensive tackle 
early in the year and began to get more play- 
ing time as the Tide had some injuries. 


ven with the all-hands-on-deck mental- 
E° there are those who were close, but 

no cigar. Seemingly an absolute lock to 
play early in two-a-days, Antoine Caldwell 
was characterized as the sixth best offensive 
lineman on the team before he broke the fifth 
metatarsal (pinky toe bone) in his left foot. 
Caldwell had surgery, and still made a run at 
taking off the redshirt. Shula said he was 
“close” to playing against Western Carolina, 
but the coach didn’t pull the trigger. Barring 
unforeseen injuries to the Tide offensive line, 
Caldwell will now redshirt. 

“I came in and they told me that the red- 
shirt thing shouldn't even be in my mind 
and | had the attitude coming in I wanted to 
play early. I started off real hard,” Caldwell 
said. “The injury set me back a little bit so it 
might not happen this year but I'm just 
going to keep going hard like I’ve been 
doing and stay focused and try to get a job 
done. 

“At first 1 looked at it as a negative thing 
because I did want to come in and play 
early. A lot of the freshmen were playing 
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True freshmen have played in all situations for Alabama this season. Justin Britt (left), the third of the Bama football Britt brothers, has played at defensive 
tackle. Marcel Stamps (middle) has been on both offense at split end and on defense at safety and linebacker, but has most of his playing time on special 


teams. Zeke Knight came in as a potential wide receiver or linebacker, and has played as a receiver and on kicking teams. 


early and I knew I had enough talent to come 
in here and contribute early. Right now I look 
at it as a positive thing because I can take this 
year to get a little stronger and a little faster 
and fulfill my dream.” 

In addition to Caldwell, offensive linemen 
Cody Davis, B.J. Stabler, tight end Nick 
Walker, wide receiver Will Oakley, defensive 
back Aaron McDaniel and linebacker Jake 
Wingo are all anticipating a redshirt year. 

While Alabama is on the high end of SEC 
teams which have played true freshmen, the 
Tide is not the leader. That title goes to LSU, 
which had played a total of 12 true freshmen 
through games of October 9. Tennessee is 
also on the high end, with 10 true freshmen 
playing. At the low end, Mississippi State had 
played only six true freshmen, and Georgia, 
South Carolina, and Vanderbilt had played 
seven. 
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Swimming & Diving Outlook: 


Olympians Are Strength Of Teams 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Both men’s and women’s 
teams aim for big season 


n his second year as head coach of the 

Alabama men’s and women’s swimming and 

diving teams, Eric MeIlquham might very 
well be saying, “Welcome home!” as the 
Crimson Tide includes among its returning 
performers six Olympians from this summers 
Athens Games. 

After a few down years, the addition of 
Mcllquham and Assistant Head Coach Sonya 
Porter has made Alabama a team to reckon 
with, its eyes fixed on returning to the nation’s 
elite. 

“We have very high standards for this 
team,” MclIlquham said. “We're going to 
work very hard and we're going to achieve 
an awful lot.” 

The recipe for success starts with the current 
team and the current staff. McIlquham and 
Porter were assistant coaches at Alabama in the 
mid-90s, the last time both the men and 


Serving 
the island 
since 1921! 


REAL ESTATE 


commercial ¢ residential 


20 


Movin 
Gulf Shor 
Families Happy! 


es 


WadeWard@wadeward.com * 251.968.6587 * 877.775.9444 


www.wadeward.com 


women were in the nation’s top 10 the same 
year. They both grabbed head coaching stints 
of their own and returned to Alabama as a 
team. In addition to that duo, Craig Nisgor is in 
his second year as an assistant, and this season, 
Nichole Ellis, former head coach at Butler, has 
brought her energy to the Alabama Aquatic 
Center. 

And Diving Coach Pat Greenwell is in his 
18th season with the Tide. Last season he 
coached Lane Bassham to the NCAA three- 
meter championship and was named diving 
coach of the meet at the 2004 NCAA Champ- 
ionships. He was also named SEC Diving 
Coach of the Year for the fifth time. 

“This staff has really done a great job of get- 
ting everyone on the same page and moving us 
forward,” Mcilquham said. “I'm really pleased 
on how far we've come in a relatively short pe- 
tiod of time.” 

The foundation for the season was set this 
summer when the Crimson Tide sent nine past 
and present athletes to the Athens Olympics, 
nearly 10 per cent of the Southeastern Confer- 
ence’ overall total. The Tide had two medalists 
and three swimmers who swam in four finals. 
Senior Anne Poleska earned Alabama’ first in- 
dividual swimming medal since 1984, when 
she took bronze in the 200-meter breaststroke. 

Mcllquham believes the experience those 


To 
Makes 


island’s most 
experienced 
professional 
for all your 
real estate 
needs. 


www.BamaMag.com 


athletes enjoyed over the summer will be in- 
valuable to the 2004-05 edition of the Tide in 
terms of confidence gained and a winning atti- 
tude. 


or the women, it starts with Poleska, back 

for her final season after redshirting last 

year to train for the Games. In her already 
sterling career, she has finished in the top three 
in the 200-meter breaststroke at her first three 
NCAA Championships. “I have been second, 
third, everything but first,” Poleska said. “That's 
my goal now. There is only first place left.” 

Poleska getting back in the lineup means 
more than a stack of individual points. She is 
also a formidable relay swimmer, critical in 
championship season. 

Poleska will help offset the graduation of 
Bassham, who earned eight All-America honors 
during her career and was named NCAA 
Championships Diver of the Meet last year. 

Also making a return to the lineup this year 
will be redshirt-sophomores Victoria Genova, 
the school record holder in the 200 butterfly, 
and freestyle standout Eleonora Markou. 

Last year’s rookie sensation, Arlene Semeco, 
also saw action in Athens, swimming in the 
sprint events. She is already one of the fastest 
sprinters in Tide history. All-Americas Kathryn 
Hallquist (backstroke), Alison Lafevers 


Vlad Polyakov is one of the top breaststroke 
swimmers in the world. Anne Poleska won a 
bronze medal at the Athens Olympic Games. 
They are among the leading performers for the 
Crimson Tide this year. Michelle Lepianka Photo 
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(freestyle) and Crystal Rasmussen (diving), all 
from the junior class, are a strength. 

Junior freestyler Sonya Adams is also back for 
the Tide. She and Hallquist will serve as cap- 
tains of the squad. Joining Semeco, Markou 
and Adams in the freestyle events will be junior 
Anna Grant, sophomores Melina Bassino, 
Bridgett Belyea, Amanda Gilbert and Tara 
Theilemann along with freshmen Stephanie 
Johnson and Kim Singer. 

Grant was the Tide’s fastest 200 freestyler last 
season while Bassino turned in the second 
fastest 50, 100 and 200 freestyle times of the 
year. Belyea is more distance-oriented while 
Gilbert and Theilemann are middle distance 
racers. Johnson will bolster the sprint lane 
while Singer is firmly in the distance camp. 

And while she is the Tide's top butterflyer, 
Genova was also the Tide’s top distance 
freestyler as a freshman. Joining Genova in the 
butterfly events will be Hallquist in the 100 and 
Belyea and Bassino in the 200. 

Rookies Erin Sparks and Johnson will both 
join Poleska in the breaststroke lane along with 
Gilbert and sophomore Selma Beji. In Poleska’s 
absence Beji turned in the Tide’s top breast- 
stroke times last season. 

Hallquist returns as the second fastest 100 
backstroker in school history and one of the 
top five all-time in the 200. She will get some 
help from sophomore Becca Rogers who was 
second for the Tide in the 100 backstroke last 
season, along with Beji and sophomore Kim 
Sharpe. 

In the individual medleys, Sharpe was the 
Tide’s top finisher in the 200 at the SEC 
Championships while Grant turned in the 
Tide's top 200 time of the season. Gilbert was 
the Tide’s fastest in the 400. Sparks could also 
add her name to these events. 

Joining Rasmussen on the boards will be 
sophomore Jenna Hastreiter and Karissa 
Tuthill. 


he men have four swimmers returning 

| from Greece. Like Poleska, junior Spiros 

Bitsakis and sophomores Vlad Polyakov 

and Apostolis Tsagkarakis all redshirted last 

season to train for the Games. Their return will 

bolster the Tide’s lineup considerably. 

Sophomore Igor Erhartic trained in Tuscaloosa 
last season and improved greatly. 

Polyakov was second in the 200 breaststroke 
at the NCAA Championships as a freshman. At 
the Olympics, he finaled in both the 100 and 
200 breaststrokes, one of only three athletes to 
do that in Athens. The other two were world 
record-holder Brendan Hansen and double 
gold medalist Kosuke Kitajima. At the FINA 
World Championships in October Polyakov 
won bronze medals in the 100 and 200 breast- 
strokes. 

Bitsakis, Tsagkarakis and Erhartic competed 
in the sprint events and relays at the Olympics. 
The four Olympians will remake the Tide's 
relay lineups. 

Joining the Tide's Olympic foursome will be 
All-America diver Aaron Ashworth, All- 
America sprinter Darren Erasmus, and the but- 
terfly/freestyle tandem of J.T. Jones and Chris 
Flamion, all juniors. The Tide will also look to 
All-America diver Stewart Smith and 200 back- 
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stroke school record-holder and All-America 
Franck Southon, both seniors. 

Jones, Bitsakis and Ashworth are captains. 
The Tide's returning distance ace, Jones finaled 
in the 200 butterfly at the United States 
Championships this summer. 

Flamion, the Tide’s top returning butterflyer, 
will also see distance freestyle action. He will be 
joined in the 100 fly by Tsagkarakis, who owns 
the second fastest time in school history. Junior 
Waleed Al-Qahtani and Guido Arroyo will see 
butterfly action along with freshmen Andrew 
Neff and Greg St.Cyr. 

Polyakov will have company in the breast- 
stroke lane with the addition of sophomore 
transfer Hunor Maté and senior transfer Jay 
Soulliere. Soulliere is in graduate school and is 
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using his last year of eligibility at The Capstone 
after a standout career at Maryland-Baltimore 
County. 

With the return of Bitsakis, Erasmus, Erhartic 
and Tsagkarakis, the Tide's sprint freestyle and 
relay events will be strong. Joining them in the 
freestyle events will be rookies Will Burke, 
Mike Jones, Ryan Latone, Stephen Ryan and 
StuCyr. 

Southon is the backstroke star, but he will get 
help from Burke and Jones. Southon is also a 
standout individual medley performer who will 
be joined by Arroyo, sophomore Tim Hansen 
and Neff. 

Joining the All-America duo of Ashworth and 
Smith in the diving events will be sophomore 
Alan Harris and freshman Chad Fricht] 
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Looking Out Of State For Big Men 


by Andrew Bone 


Tide recruiting of linemen, 
linebackers and tight ends 


labama football has had bad luck at 
A positions this year, but one rea- 

son the Crimson Tide has been able 
to have success is the play of the big men. 
Good football teams have good linemen, 
linebackers, and tight ends. For the most 
part, Alabama high schools provide those 
players. Three of four defensive line starters, 
three of five offensive line starters, two of 
three starting linebackers, and all Bama tight 
ends are from the state of Alabama. 

But in order to compete at the highest 
level, the Crimson Tide coaching staff must 
also look out-of-state for championship cal- 
iber players. And once again this year, 
Bama’s recruiting staff is doing just that. 

Here is a look at some of the top out-of- 


state linemen, linebackers, and tight ends 
who have been linked with Alabama. Bama 
is expected to sign close to 30 players on 
February 2, and a number of them will be 
the big men. 


does not produce a number of top defen- 

sive line prospects, but early indications 
are that this is one of those unusual years. 
Only a handful of in-state prep senior defen- 
sive linemen have been rated as top 
prospects this year. Bama has a commitment 
from Byron Walton, a 6-3, 300-pound defen- 
sive tackle from West Morgan in Trinity. And 
Bama is expected to re-sign as many as three 
players from last year’s recruiting class this 
year. They are Travis McCall, 6-3, 235, of 
Prattville; and two players now at Hargrave 
Military in Virginia, 6-5, 260-pound 
Brandon Fanney of Morristown, Tennessee, 
and 6-5, 175-pound Lorenzo Washington of 
Loganville, Georgia. 

But Alabama is obviously looking out of 
state. Bama has a commitment from a future 


I: is unusual when the state of Alabama 


defensive end from the unlikely area of 
Knoxville, Tennessee. Baron Huber of 
Powell High School is a 6-4, 245-pound 
prep linebacker who received an offer from 
the Tide staff after attending Alabama’s sum- 
mer football camp. Huber accepted the offer 
and does not plan to visit any other school. 
He is a full qualifier. As a junior, Huber 
recorded 112 tackles, two interceptions, six 
forced fumbles, and one fumble recovery. 
This fall, Huber has attended every Alabama 
Home game and does not plan to visit any 
other school. 

Although he’s an Alabama native (Bay 
Minette), Zach Anderson is now an out-of- 
state prospect, playing at East Mississippi 
Community College in Scooba. Anderson 
was his high school team’s starting quarter- 
back, but since entering junior college, 
Anderson has gained height, weight, and has 
not lost a step in his speed. Anderson is 6-4, 
266 and has been timed at 4.94 seconds in 
the 40-yard dash. He is ranked number two 
in the nation at defensive tackle by 
Scout.com. He has received offers from 


Prep Basketball Star Hendrix Selects Tide 


long, hard look at the basketball tradition of North Carolina, 

then decided he would stay home in Alabama. Hendrix's deci- 
sion was watched closely around the nation, because he is one of the 
top high school basketball players in the nation. 

Hendrix, a 6-8, 245-pound power forward at Athens High School, 
announced his decision for Coach Mark Gottfried’s Crimson Tide at a 
news conference October 19, just a few weeks before the week-long 
fall signing period begins November 10. 

Hendrix had long ago narrowed his choices to Alabama and North 
Carolina. He told Scout.com that he came to a decision “about 10 
days” before he made his official announcement. 

‘The biggest thing was the fact that the Alabama program is headed in 
the right direction,” Hendrix said after the news conference. “I wanted 
to be a part of it. They have a lot of good recruits coming in and they 
are a step away from being a powerhouse. He really has put together a 
team for the future that can really make some noise in the NCAA” 

Indeed, Bama does have an excellent recruiting class expected. In 
addition to the number eight player in the nation in Hendrix accord- 
ing to Scout.com, Bama will add Alonzo Gee, a 6-5, 180-pound wing 
player from William T. Dwyer High School in Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida; Yamene Coleman, a 6-9, 215-pound forward from Wilcox- 
Central High School in Camden; and Ray George, a 6-4, 185-pound 
guard from Georgia Perimeter Junior College. 

But the big prize was Hendrix. National Basketball Writer Jeff 
Goodman of Scout.com said, “Hendrix is a relentless inside presence 
who scores in the paint and controls both ends of the glass. He’s 
strong, powerful and has terrific footwork and an attitude to match.” 

Hendrix played for his father, Coach Venard Hendrix, at Athens. He 
averaged 22.4 points and 13.6 boards per game and turned in 189 
blocked shots last season and led Athens to a 33-3 record and an ap- 
pearance in the Class 5A state title game. Hendrix has 2,078 points, 
1,289 rebounds and 467 blocks in his career. 

Hendrix also played AAU basketball for the Alabama Lasers. “We've 
had 56 kids play college basketball and he's the best we've ever had,” 
Alabama Lasers Coach William “Wig” Pearson said. “He's better than 


Te: grass is pretty green in Alabama. Richard Hendrix took a 
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Richard Hendrix is one of the nation’s top high school basketball players. 
He will sign with Alabama. Inside Carolina Photo by Steve DiaPola 
Rod Grizzard, better than Erwin Dudley and better than Marvin 
Stone. Nobody is even close. He’s a special kid and is so skilled for his 
size. He's a great leader and also does things to get his teammates in- 
volved.” 

It was not an easy decision. He said, “I had days when | was high on 
North Carolina and others when I was high on Alabama. | was waver- 
ing, but this is where I decided I want to be.” 

Hendrix added, “I think it came down to that I wanted to be part of| 
traditions and making history at a school where basketball is tradi- 
tionally not the number one program.” 

He said making the decision “is a relief. Now I want to concentrate 
on basketball with my Athens Golden Eagles team and have fun with 
my teammates and friends.” 

Another decision could be ahead. There has been talk of Hendrix 
perhaps going straight from high school to the NBA. “I decided | 
wanted to commit to a college first,” he said. “If the NBA actually 
comes in and plays into it, then we'll move on to it then. But for right 
now, I’m just looking forward to college.” —Kirk McNair 
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Alabama, Auburn, Oklahoma State, Texas 
A&M, and West Virginia,. 

Jerrell Powe from Wayne County High 
School in Waynesboro, Mississippi, is a 6-3, 
322 pound defensive lineman who is ranked 
as third best in the nation at his position 
and the number one ranked player in the 
state of Mississippi by Scout.com. As a ju- 
nior, Powe recorded 71 tackles and 14 sacks. 
Powe listed Auburn as an early favorite, but 
now is considering Alabama, Auburn, 
Miami, Memphis, Ole Miss, and Nebraska. 
Powe was named to the U.S. Army All- 
American game in San Antonio in January. 
Powe has work to do in the classroom in 
order to avoid the junior college route. 

Ricky Jean-Francois has emerged as one of 
the top defensive ends in the country. The 6- 
3, 245 pound end of Carol City High School 
in Miami, Florida, is extremely quick and 
makes vicious hits. He is ranked as the third 
best defensive end in the country by 
Scout.com. During his junior campaign, 
Jean-Francois recorded 80 tackles, with 10 
quarterback sacks. The talented end is also a 
state champion in the shot put (61) and the 
discuss (164). The first schools to offer in- 
clude, Miami, lowa, and North Carolina 
State. Jean-Francois lists Alabama among 
several schools he is considering, while 
Miami is his overall leader. He will take all 
official visits before making a decision. 

Brandon Deaderick, 6-4, 230, defensive 
end of Elizabethtown High School in 
Kentucky, is giving the Crimson Tide a seri- 
ous look. Deaderick is ranked as the 20th 
best defensive end prospect in the country 
by Scout.com and schools across the 
Southeast have extended offers. Deaderick 
helped guide Elizabethtown to the Kentucky 
Class 2A State Championship game. Though 
Deaderick is not naming favorites, he has 
scheduled an official visit to The Capstone 
in January. 

Although Alabama has been considered a 
very long shot for Roderick Battle of 
Douglass High School in Atlanta, there are 
reports the 6-4, 245-pound defensive end is 
taking at look at the Crimson Tide. Battle 
maintains a 3.5 GPA and has a score of 20 
on his ACT. Auburn, Georgia, and Clemson 
have long been reported as the leaders for 
Battle. 

Among other out-of-state defensive line 
prospects who may be involved with 
Alabama are: 

Immanuel Chu, 6-3, 275, 4.9, Woodstock, 
Georgia; Alaric Coleman, 6-3, 230, 4.8, 
Southhaven, Mississippi; Larry Cox, 6-5, 
235, 4.85, Peach County, Fort Valley, 
Georgia; Clarence Donley, 6-3, 230, 
Loganville, Georgia; Garrett Fields, 6-3, 250, 
Skyline, Texas; Antonio Forbes, 6-4, 242, 
Meadowcreek, Norcross, Georgia; Ricory 
Green, 6-2, 280, 5.0, Westover, Albany, 
Georgia; Earl Heyman, 6-4, 240, Ballard, 
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Michael Johnson 

Louisville, Kentucky; Neal Jones, 6-4, 238, 
Phillips, Orlando, Florida; Stacy Jones, 6-3, 
230, 4.7, Columbus, Mississippi; Darius 
Kagler, 6-4, 230, McEachern, Powder 
Springs, Georgia; Jonathan Lewis, 6-2, 265, 
4.85, Newman Smith, Carrollton, Texas; 
Jerrell Mabry, 6-2, 250, Shaw, Columbus, 
Mississippi; Justin Mincy, 6-5, 255, Charlton 
County, Folkston, Georgia; Raphael Ousley, 
6-0, 250, 5.0, Fort Walton Beach, Florida; 
Rodney Ross, 6-4, 300, Leflore County, Itta 
Bena, Mississippi; Omar Spears, 6-4, 235, 
4.8, Tara, Louisiana; Isaiah Thomas, 6-2, 
261, Bruce, Mississippi; Johnnie Walker, 6- 
3, 215, 4.7, Centennial, Roswell, Georgia; 
and Quinton Wesley, 6-4, 240, 4.7. Crim, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


ama has been busy and effective in its 
Be= for top offensive linemen this 

year. Bama has already received com- 
mitments from two in-state stars, Evan 
Cardwell of Brooks in Killen and Scott 
Deaton of Oak Mountain in Birmingham. 
Additionally, the Tide will land Drew Davis 
of Sparta Academy in Evergreen, who de- 
layed entry into The University for a year. 
And with three out-of-state commitments 
from offensive linemen, Bama may not sign 
any others. 

Those who have committed to Bama from 
out-of-state are: 

Marlon Davis of Carver High School in 
Columbus, Georgia; Michael Johnson of 
Pine Forest High School in Pensacola 
Florida; and Cole Harvey of Lincoln High 
School in Tallahassee, Florida. 

Marlon Davis gave the Crimson Tide a 
tremendous boost when he pledged his 
commitment to Alabama, over offers from 
Tennessee, Clemson, Mississippi State, and 
Vanderbilt. The 6-3, 305 pound lineman 
projects as guard or tackle. As a junior, 
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Davis recorded an incredible 59 pancake 
blocks. Davis originally said he would take 
several official visits, but has decided since 
he committed to Bama he will not take any 
visits except to Alabama. 

Michael Johnson could be the sleeper of- 
fensive lineman of the 2005 class. The 6-5, 
270 pound offensive tackle is a lifelong 
Alabama fan. An excellent student, Johnson 
maintains a 3.8 GPA and scored a 27 on his 
ACT. 

Cole Harvey is a 6-2, 250 pound lineman 
who had received offers from Tennessee, Ole 
Miss, and South Carolina, but chose the 
Tide because of the Alabama coaching staff 
and the new facilities. He is expected to be 
either a tackle or a center. 


his recruiting class should include a 
| number of linebackers. Last year 
Alabama signed four players who had 
been prep linebackers, but only one was at 
linebacker throughout this season. Jake 
Wingo, who was ticketed for a redshirt year, 
is expected to be a weakside linebacker, but 
he is also projected as a strong safety. Curtis 
Dawson moved to the defensive line and 
Zeke Knight was put at wide receiver. 
Marcel Stamps spent the first half of the sea- 
son at wide receiver, then was moved to de- 
fense, first at safety, then at linebacker. 

Alabama’ first linebacker commitment of 
the year came from an unlikely place- 
California. Prince Hall, one of the nation’s 
top prospects, became the second 
Californian to commit to Bama, joining 
quarterback Jimmy Barnes from Los Alami- 
tos. Hall of Moreno Valley High School is 6- 
0, 240 and has been clocked at 4.6 in the 40. 
As a junior, Hall recorded over 100 tackles 
and as a fullback rushed for 789 yards with 
13 touchdowns. An aggressive player, Hall is 
very strong sporting a bench press of 300 
pounds, a squat of 545, and has a 32 inch 
vertical leap. 

Brent Gritton of Lincoln-East High School 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, is a 6-1, 225 pound 
outside linebacker. As a junior, Gritton 
recorded 143 tackles with 101 solo, Gritton 
received his first offers from Alabama and 
Wyoming. Iowa State recently offered and is 
in strong contention with Alabama. In his 
fourth game of the season, Gritton broke his 
ankle. Schools have not backed off their re- 
cruitment and all offers are still on the table. 
Gritton plans to visit Alabama for the 
Auburn game and a decision could be made 
at that time. 

Zach Schreiber of Evangel Christian High 
School in Shreveport, Louisiana, is 6-2, 215. 
As a junior, Schreiber recorded 75 tackles, 
25 tackles for loss, 15 sacks, three forced 
fumbles, and three fumble recoveries. His fa- 
ther, Adam Schreiber, played college football 
for Texas and played in the NFL for the 
Atlanta Falcons. Holding offers from 
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Alabama, Oklahoma State, and Texas Tech, 
Schreiber names Alabama as his leader along 
with Texas Tech. Schreiber plans to take all 
of his visits before making a decision. 

Other out-of-state linebacker possibilities 
include: 

Gaines Burnett, 6-2, 225, 4.7, Houston 
County, Warner Robbins, Georgia; David 
Lewis, 6-1, 220, 4.65, Creekside, Fairburn, 
Georgia; Quincy Marshall, 6-0, 225, 4.7, 
Clark Central, Athens, Georgia; Jim Miller, 6- 
1, 220, 4.8, Venice, Los Angeles, California; 
Quentin Taylor, 6-1, 210, 4.6, Apopka, 
Florida; Johnnie Walker, 6-3, 215, 4.7, 
Centennial, Roswell, Georgia; and BJ. Wright, 
6-2, 210, Lowndes, Valdosta, Georgia. 


he state of Alabama has a bumper 
| crop of the best tight end prospects in 
the nation, with the likes of Tommy 
Trott of Trinity Presbyterian in Montgomery, 
Gabe McKenzie of Davidson in Mobile, 
Charles Hoke of Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham, and Careg Bonner from 
Huntsville. It would seem the state of 
Alabama would have all Bama needs in the 
way of tight end prospects. But Alabama 
likes to sign tight ends. Big, versatile ath- 
letes, tight ends sometimes end up at other 
positions, including offensive and defensive 
line, linebacker, and fullback. 
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Name Pos Hgt Wit 
immy Barnes QB 6-4 220 
Sam Burnthall DB 6-3 195 
Evan Cardwell OL 6-2 300 
*Drew Davis OL 6-6 286 
Marlon Davis OL 6-5 300 
Scott Deaton OL 6-5 275 
*Brandon Fanney DL 6-5 260 
Prince Hall LB 6-0 240 
Cole Harvey OL 6-3 250 
Baron Huber DE 6-4 240 
Michael Johnson OL 6-5 265 
*Travis McCall DE 6-2 235 
Cory Reamer DB 6-3 190 
Byron Walton DL 6-3 300 
*Lorenzo Washington DL 6-5 275 
*John Parker Wilson QB 6-1 180 
*Re-sign from 2004 


Unquestionably, the top prospect at tight 
end on Alabama’s out-of-state list is Jeff 
Cottam of Germantown, Tennessee. He is 
ranked by Scout.com as the seventh best 
tight end in the country, right behind 
Tommy Trott. Cottam is a huge target at 6-7, 
255, and can block extremely well. As a ju- 
nior, Cottam caught 15 passes for 200 yards 
with four touchdowns. Cottam has a strong 
interest in Tennessee and Ole Miss. Brad 


The Best Way To Keep Up With Tide Recruiting 


The same great information used by Alabama football recruiters is available to Crimson Tide football followers. 
Things move quickly in the world of recruiting 
and the internet provides the means to keep up 
with the daily (and even hourly) events in this 
important area. 

And like Alabama’s coaching staff, you can get 
information about hundreds of Crimson Tide 
prospects as they are interviewed by the state, 
regional, and national recruiting experts of 
BamaMag.com and Scout.com 

Andrew Bone in Alabama, Scott Kennedy and 
Jamie Newburg in the Southeast, and the na- 
tional staff of SuperPrep as well as other region- 
al experts bring the most up-to-date and most 
accurate recruiting news. BamaMag.com and 
Scout.com are number one in coverage of foot- 
ball recruiting. 

And with the likes of Dave Telep, Mike 
Sullivan, and Jeff Goodman, the story is the 
same in coverage of basketball recruiting. 

BamaMag.com covers all aspects of Crimson 
Tide sports with the staff of "BAMA MAGAZINE, including Editor Kirk McNair and Assistant Editor Mitch Dobbs. 

To keep up with Alabama sports on a daily basis, go to www.BamaMag.com 
It’s like getting "BAMA MAGAZINE every day. 
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Alabama Football Commitments 


40-time 
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Hometown (Hish School) 
5.0 Los Alamitos, Calif. 
4.65 Decatur 
4.9 Killen (Brooks) 
5.5 Evergreen (Sparta Academy) 
4.8 Columbus, Ga. 
4.96 Oak Mountain 
4.7 Morristown, Tenn. (West) 
4.65 Moreno Valley, Calif. 
4.8 Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 
4.7 Powell, Tenn. 
N/A Pensacola, Fla. (Pine Forest) 
4.75 Prattville (Prattville) 
4.7 Hoover 
N/A _ Trinity (West Morgan) 
4.75 Loganville, Ga. (Grayson) 
4.5. Birmingham (Hoover) 


Cottam, Jeff's brother, plays tight end for 
Tennessee. If Alabama is unable to land a 
tight end prospect in-state, which is very 
doubtful, look for the Tide staff to strongly 
pursue this huge prospect. 

Other tight end possibilities are: 

Bud Chapman, 6-4, 235, 4.6, Brookhaven, 
Mississippi; Zipp Duncan, 6-5, 240, 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky; and Tarvis Scott, 
6-5, 210, 4.65, Adairsville, Georgia. 
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David Smith Continues To Achieve 


by Erik Stinnett 


After backing up Shula, 
walk-on became a star 


nearly an entire football season at 

Alabama without an anterior cruciate lig- 
ament to stop running now that one of his 
knees is getting worn down. Well, you can 
tell him, but don’t think David Smith isn’t 
going to at least try and do at least a little ac- 
celerated jogging. 

“My doctor told me my left knee looks 
like the knee of a 60-year-old,” said the 39- 
year-old Smith, who started having prob- 
lems with the knee a few months ago. “I 
stopped running for a little while, but ever 
since | was told I can’t do it I've had a desire 
to do it.” 

Interestingly, it’s his left knee not the for- 
merly sans ACL right knee that’s giving him 
problems. It was in high school that Smith 
injured his left knee and had to have carti- 
lage removed. That knee held up during his 
five-year career at The Capstone and contin- 
ued to prove functional as Smith gradually 
worked himself into what he feels was the 
best shape of his life just a few years ago 
when he was running triathlons. 

Now, it seems, the years of wear-and-tear 
on that long-ago weakened knee have finally 
caught up with Smith. 

“I guess I'm just getting old,” he said. 

Life, though, isn’t slowing down for Smith, 
who resides in Hoover. In fact, it’s getting 
ready to speed up even more. Smith and his 
wife, Ali, a former Alabama gymnast who 
now teaches gymnastics and cheerleading, 
are expecting their third child in April. 

“We're going to be busy,” said Smith, who 
works as a State Farm Insurance sales repre- 
sentative in Bessemer and does a little high 
school and Arena Football 2 officiating on 
the side. “We're about to add another help- 
ing to our plate, which was full already; 
we're just piling it on.” 

Like many American families, the Smiths 
find themselves wrapped up in the activities 
of their children. Lauren, 11, is into cheer- 
leading after having first tried her hand at 
volleyball. Bryant, 8, whose name, inciden- 
tally, is simply the continuation of a long- 


I: hard to tell a man who once played 


26 


lasting family tradition and not a tribute to 
Alabama's legendary coach, plays flag-foot- 
ball, baseball and basketball. His dad coaches 
him in two of those three sports, although it 
may soon be three. 

“He played his first season of basketball 
last year, and I decided to just be a regular 
parent and sit in the stands and watch,” 
Smith said. “That was so different. It was 
hard.” 

When he’s not shuttling his kids back and 
forth to a practice or game, Smith is doing all 
he can to help out a client. Like coaching 
young kids, assisting others is one of the true 
passions in his life. 

“Whether people are in bad shape because 
of an auto accident or a hurricane, | like to 
be able to help them,” he said. “I want to 
help people recover from unexpected disas- 
ters. I sell life insurance, too, and it’s always 
nice to give a check to a surviving spouse. It’s 
a difficult thing to do, but, at the same time, 
people appreciate knowing their loved one 
took steps to make sure they would be able 
to go on with life.” 

Smith, who, right out of college, worked 
four years as a sales representative for Russell 
Athletic before jumping into the banking/in- 
vestment business, has been in the insurance 
business for two-and-a-half years now and 
hopes to retire as a State Farm agent. 

“1 love what I’m doing,” he said. “I firmly 
believe this is what I want to do.” 


mith was just as convinced about 
Site: he wanted to play college foot- 

ball growing up in Gadsden. As a kid, 
he believed the biggest thing in the world 
was getting to go to an Alabama football 
game. And when he and his neighborhood 
buddies got together for pick-up football 
games each of them would pretend to be a 
Crimson Tide football star, Smith remem- 
bers emulating Johnny Musso. 

Becoming a real-life Crimson Tider was a 
little more complicated for Smith. A knee in- 
jury during his senior season at Southside 
High School left him out of the mix when 
colleges started extending scholarship offers. 
In hopes of re-establishing himself as a 
bonafide college quarterback, Smith enrolled 
at Tennessee Military Institute. Again, how- 
ever, the injury bug bit. This time it was a 
broken collarbone. 

Still holding on to that dream of wearing 
the crimson and white, Smith decided to 
walk on at Alabama, and Tide Coach Ray 
Perkins welcomed him aboard. 
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“Coach Perkins gave me an opportunity 
when he didn’t have to,” Smith said. “I was 
just a walk-on. I'll always remember him for 
that.” 

Smith redshirted in 1984 and then backed 
up Mike Shula, two classes ahead of Smith, 
in 1985 and 1986. It was an educational two 
years for the maturing understudy. 

“I was able to learn a lot from Mike,” Smith 
said. “When I got to Alabama, I thought | 
knew a lot about football, but | really didn’t. 
Mike helped me learn how to watch film and 
look for different things. Mike had an ability to 
really grasp what the offense was trying to do, 
and he was able to help the other players un- 
derstand what they needed to do in the of- 
fense.” 

As he watched and learned, Smith came to 
notice several similarities between Shula and 
himself. 

“We both had to play smart, and that was 
how we were going to be able to become bet- 
ter players,” Smith said. “We couldn’t depend 
solely on our physical abilities. Of course, we 
were both left-handed, too.” 

In 1987, Smith held off challenges from a 
crop of more highly touted passers to replace 
the graduated Shula as Alabama’s number 
one quarterback. After just four games, 
though, Smith suffered another collarbone 
break that ended his season prematurely, 
Again, Smith battled back, regaining his 
starting job the following spring. 

All eyes were on Heisman Trophy candi- 
date Bobby Humphrey when Alabama 
opened the 1988 season at Temple, but it 
might have been Smith who was feeling the 
most pressure that night. Alabama Offensive 
Coordinator Homer Smith (no relation) sur- 
prised the senior passer by giving him practi- 
cally free reign of the highly complex of- 
fense. Unbeknownst to all but Bama players 
and coaches, Smith called about 90 per cent 
of the plays that game from the line of scrim- 
mage. 

“Coach Smith had told me how much he 
would love to be able to sit up there in the 
press box one game and just eat a hot dog 
and drink a coke,” Smith said. “I don’t know 
if he actually did that, but he could have. 
Him letting me do that showed me he had 
confidence in me, and it helped the whole 
team have confidence in me.” 


week later in practice, Smith tore the 
Ax in his right knee. Smith was 
supposed to be done for the season, 
but he wasn’t. “It was my senior year, and I 
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didn’t have another year to fall back on,” he 
said. “I had Dr. (Les) Fowler take out my ACL 
and let me play the rest of the year. They 
braced me up and I was back on the field a 
few weeks later. Otherwise, my senior year 
would have been over after just one game.” 

While Alabama’s Lane Bearden proved in 
2002 it is possible to punt with a torn ACL, 
playing quarterback without an ACL seems 
almost unthinkable. Yet Smith did just that. 

“Dr. Fowler felt like my knee was stable 
enough to participate with a brace,” Smith ex- 
plained. “A lot of it had to do with it being my 
right knee that was hurt. Since I’m left-hand- 
ed, I plant with my left leg, and if it had been 
my left leg that was hurt | wouldn’t have been 
able to play.” 

And what about the pain? 

“It just got sore and uncomfortable at times, 
but it wasn’t real painful,” Smith said. 

Smith missed three games because of the 
ACL injury and would have missed four had 
Hurricane Gilbert not postponed the Texas 
A&M contest. Despite the missed games and 
the handicap, he still finished the season com- 
pleting 135 of 223 passes for 1,592 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 

“He really understood Coach Smith's sys- 
tem,” said former teammate Murry Hill. “He 
stepped up and became a good leader for us. 
He was like a coach on the field. For a guy 
who walked on, he really overachieved.” 

One of the highlights for Smith that year 
was a streak of 100 consecutive passes with- 
out an interception, which at that time tied an 
Alabama record. 

Smith’s other claim to fame in 1988 was a 
record-setting passing performance against 
Army in the Sun Bowl. Even though 
Alabama's ground game had lost some punch 
with the season-ending injury to Humphrey 
back in September, the Tide was still expected 
to be able to run on Army. That, however, 
didn’t happen. According to Smith, the Black 
Knights that day somehow knew what direc- 
tion Alabama's running plays were going and 
stuffed them. 

“We basically abandoned the run that game 
and went almost exclusively to passing out of 
the shot gun,” Smith said. 

He made the most of his opportunity. Smith 
completed 33 of 52 passes for 412 yards and 
two touchdowns. Alabama won the game 29- 
28, and Smith, not surprisingly, was named 
MVP. 

“It was a nice way to go out,” he said. 

It was especially sweet considering the bad 
injury luck the resilient signal-caller had to 
overcome throughout his career. Smith, 
though, said he refused to allow himself to fall 
into the ‘woe-is-me’ mindset. Even today, 
knowing everything he went through at 


NOVEMBER, 2004/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


David Smith had to overcome injuries to make the grade as a winning quarterback at Alabama in the 


1980s. 


Alabama, Smith said he would do it all over 
again if given the chance. 

“Football is a contact sport that people get 
hurt in,” Smith said of his rash of injuries in 
college. “I never said to myself, “Why me?’ 
and dwelled on that. I always knew | could 
come back and play again at some point. | 
knew there was a reason for me going through 
what I was going through. It humbles you 
when you get injured.” 


f there’s one Alabama quarterback Smith 

would seem to feel a close kinship to- 

ward—besides Shula—it would have to be 
Brodie Croyle. Like Smith, Croyle was injured 
as a senior in high school, fought through a 
shoulder separation last year, and is now reha- 
bilitating from a torn ACL suffered in the 
third game of the season this year. 

“Brodie’s been through this before,” said 
Smith, alluding to Croyle’s ACL injury to his 
left knee in 2000. “He knows it's going to take 
a little while to get back. We don’t understand 
why these things happen, but they happen for 
a reason. He'll be stronger for making it 
through this. 
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“Its a slow and tedious process to recover 
from an ACL injury. You feel like you're ready 
to come back, but, truth is, you're probably 
not there yet. But Brodie will be fine.” 

As far as his relationship with Shula, Smith 
said he still chats with his former teammate 
occasionally. 

“T talked to Coach Shula just before the start 
of the season, and he looked real comfort- 
able—a lot more comfortable than last year,” 
Smith said. 

Shula, though, isn’t the only link to what 
was one of the highlight periods in Smith’s 
life. Today’s challenges of being a husband, fa- 
ther, insurance agent and referee force Smith 
to recall the still relevant life lessons he 
learned years ago as an Alabama quarterback. 

“It all ties together,” he said. “There’s the 
perseverance, the determination, the desire. 
It’s all about being the best you can be. 
Football teaches us a lot about life, about rais- 
ing a family, and dealing with adversity. We've 
had our adversity, but we've overcome and 
we've been made stronger by getting through 
it. The things I learned at Alabama, | fall back 
on them every day.” 
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History Of Alabama Athletics: 


Irons Starred On And Off Field 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Track star of 1920s went 
on to distinguished career 
in academics and military 


eorge Irons was first spotted by 

Coach Hank Crisp running across 

the campus at the University of 
Alabama-late to class. Coach Crisp promptly 
recruited him for the track team, and the first 
time the freshman pulled on a Crimson Tide 
uniform he set a record in the two-mile run 
at the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Associa-tion meet in Sewanee in 1921, 

Before Bama had been to a bowl game, be- 
fore the Tide had challenged for a national 
championship, young Irons brought The 
Capstone national prominence in the sport of 
road racing. Before the days of the Million 
Dollar Band and majorettes, the only legs you 
saw at halftime were runners. Some halftime 
shows consisted of a distance event starting 
in the stadium. After several laps around the 
field, runners exited on a three or four mile 
run, finishing before the crowd at the fifty 
yard-line. 

At this time Bama’s football fortune was 
down. As Irons’ classmate and late U.S. 
Senator John Sparkman said: “George Irons 
was all we had to cheer about while at The 
University in those days.” As captain of the 
Alabama distance team, Irons kept the 
Crimson Tide's athletic flame burning. 

After his freshman year, Irons won every 
road-racing event. His competition included 
the best of runners, professionals and several 
Olympic gold medalists. The Tide star 
brought great fame on Alabama as a sopho- 
more, winning the prestigious AAU Road 
Race in Atlanta in 1921. He repeated as 
champion as a junior, breaking the record in 
Grant Field in what sportswriters called “the 
most spectacular race ever held in Georgia.” 
Irons again won the Georgia event in 1923, a 
three-time champion. 

Perhaps his greatest victory was the 1923 
Birmingham Road Race, an annual Southern 
classic. There Irons bested the entire field of 
over one hundred runners in a cold, hard- 
driving December rain. In these poor condi- 
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George Irons was bringing fame to Alabama ath- 
letics before football became a national power. 


tions, he remarkably broke the record for the 
grueling course by nearly 20 seconds. Irons’ 
record was never equaled, and the classic was 
discontinued during World War II. The 
University’s athletics director described his 
record-breaking victory as “one of the great- 
est achievements that our Institution can 
boast of.” 

His senior year, Coach Wallace Wade be- 
came head of the Tide football program. One 
autumn afternoon Coach Wade summoned 
all trackmen to scrimmage the Tide's football 
team. On one long end run, All-America 
Johnny Mack Brown, later a cowboy movie 
star, headed for the end zone. The lone de- 
fender was Irons. He reportedly stifled the 
gridiron great, driving him to the turf short of 
the goal. A half-century later, his son, Dr. 
George Irons, Jr., a physician, during a rou- 
tine X-ray examination, asked if he knew he 
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had an old fracture of the collarbone. His 
memory raced back to that autumn after- 
noon, his goal line collision with Brown. 
Irons said, “Well, 1 knew my shoulder was 
pretty stiff for several days, but | brought 
Johnny Mack to the ground.” Coach Wade 
became on of Irons’ greatest admirers. 

Irons was SIAA champion of the two-, 
three-, three-and-a-half-, and four-mile 
events. He broke the record for all four races. 
His victories ran him into the Alabama record 
books and in 1978 the Alabama Sports Hall 
of Fame. 

Writing the Hall of Fame, Wade recounted 
Irons’ as the “greatest distance runner of his 
era.” His coach, Hank Crisp, called him a 
“self-made distance star.” Irons is the only 
Alabama track and field athlete and the only 
distance athlete inducted into the Alabama 
Sports Hall of Fame. 


rons was pretty swift in the classroom, 

too, graduating Phi Beta Kappa and 

Alabama's nominee for Rhodes Scholar in 
1925. Dr. George Denny appointed him facul- 
ty assistant, beginning his long run in higher 
education. 

After earning his doctorate at Duke 
University, he joined the Howard College fac- 
ulty (now Samford University) in 1933, in 
the depths of the Great Depression. His first 
day on the job the college president advised 
he had an important assignment for Irons. 
The president had just received foreclosure 
notice on the school. Irons’ task, the presi- 
dent advised, was to stop it. Largely from his 
Crimson Tide star status, he was able to per- 
suade the banker to grant the college a two- 
year extension, time for the economy and 
school to rebound. 

At the college his career ran a path as bril- 
liant as his athletic career. Dr. Irons was dis- 
tinguished professor of history and political 
science for 43 years; chairman of his depart- 
ment for 25 years; and distinguished profes- 
sor emeritus for 22 years. As director of the 
school’s Freedom Foundation program, 
Samford won 19 consecutive national first- 
place awards. Dr. Irons became virtually an 
institution within the university and a trusted 
advisor and friend to students for almost 50 
years. Dr. Irons taught 17 students who be- 
came university presidents. 

Dr. Irons’ leadership was not limited to the 
university. He was founding member of the 
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Alabama Historical Association and served on the Jefferson County 
Judicial Commission, selecting judges for Alabama’s largest judicial 
circuit. In 1972, he authored a speech entitled “Freedom, America’s 
Weapon of Might.” His speech was broadcast worldwide on the U.S. 
Armed Forces Network to American servicemen around the globe. 
For his address he was recipient of Freedom Foundation’s highest 
award, the George Washington Medal of Honor. Dr. Irons was the 
first Southerner to win this award. 

Irons also distinguished himself in World War II as an anti-aircraft 
artillery commander, rising to the rank of Colonel. Colonel Irons 
served 33 years active and reserve duty. 

In 2002, for his lifetime of distinguished service as university edu- 
cator, record-breaking champion athlete, and civic leader, Dr. Irons 
received the state’s highest posthumous award, induction into the 
Alabama Men’s Hall of Fame. To be considered, nominees must have 
made a strong national or international impact in his profession. Dr. 
Irons is the only individual inducted into both the Alabama Sports 
Hall of Fame and the Alabama Men's Hall of Fame. 

Excerpts from the Corolla remembered Irons this way, 

“The exuberance of youth, the endurance of perfect condition, the 
spirit of Alabama-these are the requisites which are so wonderfully 
co-ordinated in Captain George Irons-one of the true ‘greats’ of 
Alabama athletic history, an honor man in scholarship and a record 
breaking athlete... the South’s greatest distance runner, and a schol- 
arly Christian gentleman. His work has been so truly great that he 
has no equal in the entire Southland. We're very glad to have had our 
noted ‘Knight of the Cinder Path’—a scholar and athlete we are proud 
to call our own.” 
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Come Out and Play at 
Lago 


=> Rated one of the Top 50 Public Courses 
by Golf Digest 

&> &,113 yard, par 12 championship course 

&> Open Wednesday - Monday 


=> Ride and play for between $27 weekdays 
and $32 Friday-Sunday 


E> Seniors/Juniors Discounted Annual Fees 
=> Lagoon Park Grill with Catering Available 


E> Located 3 miles north of I-25, just off 
ng Eastern Bypass 


(334) 240-4050 


Weekdays 7am to dark 
Weekends 6:30am to dark 


Visit our website: http://parks.ci.montgomery.al.us/golff 
Call Us About Large or Corporate Outings 
A facility of the City of Montgomery Parks and Recreation Department 


on Park 


Montgomery, Alabama 
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EXPERIENCE: 


¢ High Volume Dove Shooting 


« Premium Accommodations 
¢ Gourmet Dining - Argentine Beef / Dove 
We have catered exclusively to sportsmen 


interested in high volume dove shooting & 
world-class personal service for 10 years. 


ARGENTINA” > 


THE 
EXPEDITION 
COMPANY 


BIRDSMOOTING SAFARIS 


IMMERSION 


www.argentinadoveshoot.com 


Privately American Owned - Meets American Expectations 
We personally guide your hunts. 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST. 
Oct. 30 Crimson-White Intrasquad 6:00 
Nov. 10 — Stillman (Exh) 7:00 
Nov. 13 Athletes in Action (Exh) TBA 
Nov. 19 Western Carolina 5:30 
Nov. 21 North Texas 3:30 
Nov. 24- Great Alaska Shootout @ Anchorage 
Nov. 27 (Oklahoma, Washington, 


Minnesota, High Point, Utah 
Alaska-Anchorage, Furman) 
(Alabama plays Alaska-Anchorage at 
10:30 Nov. 24 on ESPN2) 


Dec. 1 East Tennessee State 7:00 
Dec. 4 @ North Carolina-Charlotte 6:00 
Dec. 7 @ Alabama State 7:00 
Dec. 11 Temple 6:00 
Dec. 18 Tennessee State 6:00 
Dec. 22. Texas A@M-Corpus Christi 7:00 
Dec. 29 @ Wisconsin (ESPN2) 6:30 
Jan. 1 New Orleans 6:00 
Jan. 5 @ Van derbilt 7:00 
Jan. 8 LSU 5:00 
Jan.11 @ Arkansas (ESPN) 8:00 
Jan. 18 — Mississippi State (ESPN) — 8:00 
Jan.22  @ Mississippi (J-P) 3:00 
Jan.26 @Auburm 7:00 
Jan.29 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 5 @ Florida (J-P) 2:00 
Feb. 9 @ Tennessee (J-P) 7:00 
Feb. 12. Mississippi 6:00 
Feb. 16 Arkansas (J-P) 7:00 
Feb. 19 South Carolina (J-P) 2:00 
Feb.22 @LSU (ESPN) 8:00 
Feb. 26 Kentucky (CBS) 12:30 
March 2 Auburn 7:00 
March 5 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 1:00 


March 10- SEC Tournament 

March 13 @ Atlanta 

March 17- NCAA First and Second Rounds 
March 20 (Nashville, Charlotte, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Oklahoma City, Boise, Tucson, 
Worcester) 

March 25- NCAA Regionals 

March 27 (Syracuse, Austin, Chicago, 
Albuquerque) 

April 2 & NCAA Final Four 

April4 @St. Louis 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event 
Jan.15 Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 


Jan.22 East Tennessee Invitational 
@ Johnson City, Tenn. 
Jan. 28-29 Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Feb. 4-5 Meyo Invitational 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 11-12 Tyson Invitational 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Feb. 25-27. SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Mar. 3-5 = Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Mar.5 Florida Last Chance 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 11-12 NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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Women’s Basketball 


Date 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 26- 
Nov. 27 


Dec. + 

Dec. 7 
Dec. 11 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 21 
Dec. 29- 
Dec. 30 


Jan. 3 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 9 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 16 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 23 
Jan. 30 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 6 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 13 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 20 
Feb. 24 
Feb. 27 
March 3- 
March 6 
March 19- 
March 22 
March 26- 
March 29 


April 3- 
April 5 


Me 


Date 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 29 
Oct. 29 
Oct. 30 


Nov. 13 
Nov. 19 
Dec. 2-4 
Dec. 1-4 
Dec. 17- 
Dec. 23 
Jan. 7 
Jan. 8 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 29 
Feb. 11-13 


Feb. 16-19 


Mar. 5 
Mar. 11-13 


Mar. 24- 
Mar, 26 


Opponent CST 
Premier Players (Exh) 7:00 
Michigan Noon 
Middle Tennessee State 7:00 


@ Seattle Times Classic 
(Nov. 26 vs. Columbia, 3:00; 
Nov. 27 Washington or 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee) 


@ Virginia Tech 1:00 
Alabama-Birmingham 7:00 
@ Tennessee Tech 7:00 


Kansas St @ Springfield, Mo.2:30 
Alabama AGM 7:00 
Christmas Classic @ Bethlehem, Pa. 
(Dec. 29 vs. Delaware, 6:00; 

Dec. 30, Lehigh or Yale) 


Florida International 7:00 
South Dakota State 7:00 
Kentucky 2:00 
@ Mississippi State 7:00 
@ LSU 2:00 
South Carolina (Fox) 7:00 
@ Auburn 2:00 
Mississippi State 2:00 
Georgia 7:00 
Florida 2:00 
@ Arkansas 7:00 
@ Mississippi 2:00 
Auburn 7:00 
@ South Carolina 3:00 
@ Vanderbilt 7:00 
Tennessee 1:00 


SEC Tournament 

@ Greenville, S.C. 

NCAA First and Second Rounds 
(Campus sites) 

NCAA Regionals 

(Chattanooga, Philadelphia, 
Kansas City, Tempe) 

Final Four 

@ Indianapolis 


5 . . 
n’s Swimming 
Opponent CST 
Intrasquad Exhibition 
Alumni Exhibition 
@ LSU 3:00 
Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 3:00 
LSU, TCU, Drury, & Delta St. 


@ Cleveland, Miss. 5:00 
@ Kentucky 10:00 a.m. 
Auburn 5:00 


Auburn Invitational 

U.S. Open @ San Antoino 
Training Trip 

@ Georgia 11:00 a.m. 
@ Georgia Tech Noon 
Florida TBA 
South Carolina TBA 


SEC Diving Championships 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Swim Championships 

@ Gainesville, Gla. 

Last Chance @ Athens All Day 
NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Atlanta, Ga. 

NCAA Championships All Day 
@ Minneapolis, Minn. 
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2004-05 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Gymnastics 
Date Opponent CST 
Jan. 7 Super Six Challenge TBA 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Jan. 14 Towa State 7:30 
Jan.21 LSU 7:30 
Jan.28 @Florida TBA 
Feb.4 Auburn 7:30 
Feb. 11 Kentucky 7:30 
Feb. 18 @Georgia TBA 
Feb. 25 @ Arkansas TBA 
March6 = @ Stanford 4:00 
March 18 North Carolina 7:30 
March 26 SEC Championships 
@ Gwinnett, Ga. 
April9 NCAA Regionals 
April 21- | NCAA Championships 
April 23 @ Auburn 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 
Dec. 3-4 


Jan. 14-15 
Jan. 21-22 
Feb. 4-5 
Feb. 11-12 
Feb. 18 
Feb. 25-27 
Mar. 3-5 


Mar. 11-12 


Track 


Event 

Clemson Opener 

@ Clemson, S.C. 
Kentucky Invitational 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
Clemson Invitational 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
Nebraska Invitational 
@ Lincoln, Neb. 

Tyson Invitational 

@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Purple Tiger 

@ Baton Rouge, La. 
SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
Notre Dame Last Chance 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville, Ark. 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent 


Oct. 15 
Oct. 16 
Oct. 29 
Oct. 29 
Oct. 30 


Nov. 13 
Nov. 19 
Dec. 2-4 
Dec. 1-4 
Dec. 17- 
Dec. 23 
Jan. 7 
Jan. 8 
Jan. 22 
Jan, 29 
Feb. 11-13 


Feb. 16-19 


Feb. 26 
Mar. 11-13 


Mar. 17- 
Mar. 19 


CST 
Intrasquad Exhibition 
Alumni Exhibition 


@LSU 3:00 
Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 3:00 
TCU, Drury, & Delta St. 

@ Cleveland, Miss. 5:00 
@ Kentucky 10:00 a.m. 
Auburn 5:00 


Auburn Invitational 
U.S. Open @ San Antoino 
Training Trip 


@ Georgia 11:00 a.m. 
@ Georgia Tech Noon 
Florida TBA 
South Carolina TBA 


SEC Diving Championships 

@ Gainesville, Fla. 

SEC Swim Championships 

@ Gainesville, Gla. 

Last Chance @ Auburn All Day 
NCAA Zone Diving All Day 
@ Atlanta, Ga. 

NCAA Championships All Day 
@ Lafayette, Ind. 
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Clark 


Continued from Page 15 


teams at the line of scrimmage. 

“It’s holding at the point of attack,” he 
said. “Not being passive and getting pushed 
back by a double team.” 

For the most part, it has worked. 

“I feel more comfortable, on the field, with 
what I’m asked to do,” he said. “I'm more 
confident in myself in what I can get done 
as far as playing my responsibilities, and 
being confident if I'm counted on to make a 
play, I have the ability to do it.” 

His coaches have taken note of his athleti- 
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cism and abilities, too. When asked about 
Clark, Defensive Line Coach Buddy Wyatt 
recalled a play against Arkansas where the 6- 

296-pound Clark took down Razorbacks 
fullback Peyton Hillis—in the open field. 
“And it wasn’t like he was covering him,” 
Wyatt said. “He just ran out there and tack- 
led him. It’s the combination of his work 
ethic, speed and athleticism.” 

Clark is impressive off the field, too. A 
consumer science major, Wyatt brags that 
the sophomore is someone he never has to 
worry about. 

“He's a good kid,” Wyatt said. “His mom 
has done a great job raising him. He does 
well in the classroom, does well on the foot- 
ball field. He’s one of those kids who does 
everything you ask him to do. 


“He's never on any of those ‘lists’ of getting 
in trouble. He’s a kid you enjoy coaching. 
And he brings that same thing out on the 
field. He’s a kid who is going to work hard, 
try to do whatever you ask him to do. That's 
half the battle right there-a kid who takes 
coaching.” 

Clark's best feature might be his potential. 
Kines and Wyatt both say he has plenty of 
room to improve, with Wyatt labeling him a 
future all-star. 

That, said Clark, sounds like a good time. 

“ | just want to be more productive, con- 
tribute to this team any way I can,” he said. 
“Set a positive example on and off the field 
and make sure the coaches don’t have to 
worry about Jeremy when I go on the field. I 
just want to go out and have fun.” 
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“My trips to Tuscaloosa 
arent complete without 
visiting Jack Warner and 
his unique collection.” 

—Joe Namath 


Located in NorthRiver 
8316 Mountbatten Road + Tuscaloosa, AL 


HOURS 
Tuesdays-Fridays 12:00-5:00 
Saturdays 10:00-5:00 * Sundays 1:00-5:00 
www.warnermuseum.org 


205-343-4540 
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r= PP $7495 
FREE 
SHIPPING* 


Your Bama fan's dreams come true with this one-of-a-kind 10 minute 
personalized CD. Announcers call out ANY FULL NAME I|6 times as 
the star of the game. Choose from football, basketball, baseball or 
soccer. Incredible sound effects make this realistic and thrilling 
personalized CD the perfect gift for fans of all ages. 

Over 300 college and pro teams available. 


\ = TSCA. 2, 
* FREE SHIPPING OFFER 


Mention or (if ordering online) enter discount code CSPA during checkout. Allow 
2-3 weeks for delivery. 


#&. Mail Orders 


Send $24.95 check or money order to: That's Me Sports, P.O. Box 1120, St. Peters, MO 
63376. For the CD, provide the team (sport), first/last name, gender, pronunciation (if 
necessary) and daytime phone number (in case we need to verify pronunciation). 


&. Phone Orders |.877.842.8763 


. toll free m-f 9am - 4pm central 
#<.Online Orders 
www. ThatsMeSports.com/cspa 


NNAKE THE BiG PLAY... 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
| The Magazine For You. Month Atter Month GAMA Brings You The | 


story. We profi 

and the stars-to-be, coaches, 
and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


 Unside scoop On Grimson Tide Football. Not Just Me Headlines. 


Piease Senn Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


() Payment Enclosed 
(C) Mastercard 
OVvisa 


Bank Card# 


never major news occurs. 
- We don’t stop with — 


football season, either. Keep 


up with all Alabama sports, 
August through May. Great 


gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 


coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 
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Whether oe your gameday experience or vaeinina you ito fi nd the 
perfect gift, — an] sures _ offers these fashions and collectibles that 
will reflect your Crimson Tide Pride! 


Hurry and 
order 
Today! 
rr 


#128 


75 Sette 


Ste NE at 
Mi. 


Chiliwear salutes Bama’s “Roll Tide” spirit with ome 400% combed cotton baby pique knits that 
prominently feature Alabama’s love affair with the elephant mascot. For added comfort after those 
filling pregame meals, Chiliwear polos run slightly larger than the typical size. 


Bama Seat 
Cushion 
Plenty of padding 
and pockets for 
drinks, cell phone 
and program: 


expeditions. Has comfortable 18” by If you've ever imagined what the Crimson 
22” seat and padded back. Includes Tide would look like on the racing circuit, 
your favorite team logo on front & here you go. This UA NASCAR 1/24th 

back, armrest cup holder, storage scale stock car replica features a die-cast 


pocket on back. Features metal body with realistic interior and 
strong fabric and framing that holds exterior details as well as high-quality 


300 pounds. Price: $39.95 tempo-printed graphics and paints. $38.95 


Generate a hole-in-one or the big catch 


Collegiate Mail ns® for the friends on your gift list. These 
Great way to show your Tide Pride! npn’ featuring great detail stand 6 
Fits standard & Ig.sized metal mailboxes Ya" tall and will also look great in your 
with its unique magnet design and can home or office. Price: $19.95 


also be converted for plastic ones. $14.95 


Check out these easy ways to 


Order Toll- Free 1-866-965-8007 Or visit us at save on your favorite team 


fashions and collectibles. 


MAS OORST An reas UFres. con) Orders > $50 earns a 10% discount 


Orders > $100 earn a 15% discount 
ickson, MS 3920 Orders > $100 also receive free shipping! 


